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PREFACE. 


H O' I lamented in my own Soul the great decay of 

Chriſt's holy religion, and the daily increaſe of vice 
and vanihy : I could not any more think of writing up- 
on any ſubject. ſo very late in my life, as at the Age of 
Ninety, in order to attempt a refermeticn, till I had 
read Mr. B--rr--ge's unicriptural Doctrine in 1s 
Pampblet intitled A Fragment of Religious Truths, 
a doctrine that mu bring (if believed) a deluge of eve- 
ry ſpecies of wickedneſs into the World. And then a 
ſudden and irreſiſtable ſuggeſtion of God's holy Spi- 
rit directed me to the ſeveral ſubjects in the fo! lowing 
Efjeys;, which I hope will be received by every reader 
with the ſame good will and good effects entended by the 
Author. Now, as it is certain the care for Souls to bring 
them to eternal life, with God aud Christ in heaven, is 
the higheft mark of ardent love, that any man cen ſheww 
to his fellow-creatures. I ſhall flatter myſelf that the 
world will be ſo favorable to me as to belicve that, that 
amiable virtue abovementioned is the real cauſe of my 
appearing in public again; and if I could be ſenſible 
that my attempts fer the honor and. glory of Ged, and 
the eternal happineſs of his pecple, had brought one Sin- 
ner to repentance, it Would give me mexpr ible oy. 
Anil our bleſſed Savionr does aſſure us, I here is joy in 
heaven, on ſuch occaſions, in the preſence of the An- 
gels, over one ſinner that repenteth, Wc. 1: id wwortby 
of obſervation, that the joy <was ſaid to be in the pre- 
ſence of the Angels; which emp! ES, that the 2 Ted 


Trinity expreſſed their joy be fore the Angels; fer God 
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graciouſly declares, He does not delight in the death 
of a ſinner, but rather, that he ſhould repent and 
live. No doubt but the Angels did at the ſame time ſhew 
their joy; for they did ſo to the ſhepherds, and all man- 
kind, upon that happy day that Feſus Chriſt our Saviour 
and Redeemer was born, in that heavenly and benign 
hymn, Glory to Gon in the higheſt, peace on earth, 
good-will towards men. A few words, but greatly ex- 
preſſive, and very comprebenſive : but ſuch is the infa- 
tuation of mortal and corrupted man, as either not to give 
any credit to this good-will of God, or if they do, not 
to make that proper uſe of it as will bring everlaſting 
peace to their ſouls. O fortunatos nimium bona ſi ſua. 
norint homines ! Vieh may be thus rendred into Eng- 
liſh; O the exceſs of love and goodneſs of God 1o men, 
* in/ſending his Son Feſus Christ to redeem us from the 
« Gr of the Law, aud to reveal his will to us! but 
alas! mo of us are ſo infatuated as to be inſenſtble of 
« the bleſſing and good be has dene for us.“ Is it not a 
general good to mankind, to have plain, poſitive precepts 
delivered to them by God, through Chriſt aud his Apo- 
files, rather than be left to ibem nſebves to make à diſco- 
very of them? cobich the wiſes vf Philoſophers were 
ot able to do, but lived and died in doubt. Can there 
be any ſatisfaction equal to that of knowing our fulure 
ale, and the conditions en wiich the eternal happineſs 
or miſery of our immortal ſouls depend? We could have 
known noil i ig of this without a Revelation. Let us 
therefore adore and praiſe God's holy name with the high- 
ell ſenſe of gratitule fer this gracious faver, and for a 
greater, that of ſending his Son into the world to be a 
propitiation for our fins. Amen. 
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1 Have given the Title of Eſſays to the follow- 
n 


pages, becauſe I have undertaken a 


work I find myſelf unequal to, through want 
of a more enlarged capacity, and rhetorical ta- 
lent to embelliſn my thoughts, and make them 
have the greater efficacy on the minds of my 
Readers. But it may be ſaid, Why did not the 
Author from that confideration deſiſt, rather 
than expoſe himſelf? I anſwer, If I was able 
to ſpeak with the enticeing words of Man's 
wiſdom (as St. Paul expreſſes it) the nature of 
my Eſſays would not admit of it: for my chief 
buſineſs is, to ſpeak the wiſdom that is from a- 
bove. Beſides, as I have reaſon to believe, God 
has called me to this work, he will accept of 
my beſt endeavours to ſerve him. It is the 
command of God to his creatures, 19 to forget 
to do gond and to communicate and to encourage 
us to do it, God has aſſured us, that with jc 
ſervices be is well pleaſed. And that whil/t wwe 
have time and opportunity let us do good to all 
men, Sc. The Apoſtle mult certainly mean to 


+ their 
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their ſouls as well as their bodies. If we 
would keep in mind our Saviour's words, we 
could not be ignorant of the immenſe ſuperior 
value of the foul above the body; who aſks, 
What a man will be profited if he gains the whole 
world and lee his ſo: ]? or what can a m give 
in exchange for his ſoul? From the confiderati- 
ons above, I ſhall attempt to awaken mens 
conſciences, by laying before them the exceed- 
ing finfülneis of fin. as a breach of God's laws, 
and in regard to the various miſchiefs ariſing 
from it, not only to the certain miler.es that 
will attend umepenting finners in another 
world, whatever men may think, if they think 
at all abont it; which but few do, being whol- 
ly immerſcd in the plcaſures of th.s world, as 
it God created them for that purpoſe, though 
he has declar-d the contrary, if we will give 
credit to the ſacred writing; but alas! we do 
not chooſe to believe thoſe pre: epts came from 
God that do not ſuit our carnal appetites. 

Now that I may be ſure of a good foundati- 
on to build wy 1 orghts vpon, I ſhall take the 
ſubj ct matter from St Paul. who had his leſ- 
ſon from his divine maſter [cſs Chriſt, and was 
ſent by him to teach] is hgly doctrines to all the 


Vo. E which he performed with indefat! gable 


p n* and good ſicceſ in mary places. But 
that my Ruaders may ſee what ſad conſequen- 
cee attund the abſence of a minifiter from his 
fuck, 0 mean not io make any reilexions upon 


the 


INTRODUCTION. vi 


the good Apoſtle for his abſence ; the Spirit of 


Cod commanied him from his church to preach 
the goſpel of Chriſt in other places) for in the 
infancy of Chriſtianity the harveſt was. great, 

and the laborers in Chritt's vineyard but few. 
St. .Paul might leave Softhenes at Corinth as his 
curate, for ſo large a Chriſtian church as he had 
in that city wanted more than one ſhepherd ; 

for it appears trom St. Paul's epiſtle, that not 
long after he had left them, he was informed 
that many of his flock had returned again to 
their Gentle vices, and that they had in many 
other r ſpects min ſb haved themſolves; that is, 

in going to law with one another at the bar of 
unbelievers, for having div iſions about matters 
of Religion, for defran iing one another, &c. 


&c. wich occaſioned the Apoſtle's two epiſtles 


to them, to reprehend them for their unchriſ- 
tian practices, ſayin, What will ve? ſhall I come 
to vou witha rod? (by which expreflion I con- 
ceive the Apoſtle nine them with excom- 
munication) or in love, and the ſpirit of meek- 
neſs 2 


THe good Apo?le prefaced his firſt epiſtle 
with ſo ben affoction, tenderneſs and picty 
towards his Chriſtian flock at Corinth, as aſſu- 
redly to convince them, that whatever rebukes, 
admonitions, or ſeverities, (if neceſſary) they 


received from him as their ſhepherd, was for 


the good of their foul-, that they might appear 
* blameleſs 


* 
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blameleſs in the day of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and .that he muſt anfwer to his divine Mafter 


for every neglect of his paſtoral duty, which 


is, firſt to preach the doctrines and duties te- 
vealed to him by Chriſt, and to reprove, rebuke 
and exhort with meekneſs. This is an eternal 
duty upon every Chriſtian Prieſt of a flock, as 
they are the ſucceffors of the Apoſtles appoint- 
ed by Jeſus Chriſt, and inveſted with power 
ſatficient for their office, and can want no other 
directions for the performance of their duty 
as Paſtors of Chriſt's flock, than what is given 
them in the Sacred Writings, and in particular 
by St. Paul in regard to the miniſterial office, 
who ſhewed an unwearicd zeal for the honor 
and glory of God, and for propagating his holy. 
Religion by all potlible means, as I ſhall make 
appear from his own words, in his firſt epiſtle 
to his Chriſtian flock at Corinth. 


You have heard already, my Brethren, 
ſome of the crimes that the Apoſtles charged 
the new converted Chriſtians with, which he 
ſeems to pit under the general word unrighte- 
ouſneſs : Know ve net, (faith the Apoſtle with 
ſome pious warmth) that the unrighteous ſhall 


not inherit the kingdom of Gd? By the manner 


of the Apoſtles expreſſing himſelt we are to 
underitand, that he had often preached this 
doctrine to them to deter them from breaking 


the laws of God; but the Spirit of God, that re- 


vealed 
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vealed his will to the Apoſtle, would not ſuffer 
him to ſtop here ; but to lay before them in 
plain and intelligible words, the particular vices 
he was informed they were guilty of in his ab- 
ſence, after they had ſolemnly renounced them 
by being baptized into Chriſt : and they that 
ae Chee muſt crucify the ficſh, with the affec- 
tions and lufts, Of the truth of this the Apoſtle 
convinced them in the following emphatical 
and important words; Be not deceived ; but be 
aſſured that what I ſay to you is by the direc- 
tion of the Spirit of God that neither fornicators, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
abuſers of themſelves with mankind, nor thieves, 
wor cavetaus, nar drunkards, nor revilers, nar ex- 
tortioners, ſball inherit the kingdom of God. And 
in his epiſtle to the Galatians, the ſame Apoſtle 
is more extenſive about the works of the fleſh, 
by adding wuncleanneſs, witchcraft, hatred, vari- 
ance, emulations, wrath, ſtrife, ſeditions, hereſies, 


envyings, murders, revelings, and ſuch like : of 
the which I tell you nw, as I have alſo told you in 


time paſt, that they who do ſuch things ſhall not 
inberit the kingdom of God. After this the A- 
poſtle tells them what the fruits of the Spirit 
are, that is to ſay, /ove, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, 
gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance, 
againſt ſuch there is no law. And they that are 
Chriſt's, have crucified the fleſh with the affections 
and luis. I. Cor. vi. 9, 10. Gal. v. 19, Sc. 
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e AVING neh laid before the 


ele Reader, from the Authority of 


3 * 
* H £# an inſpired Apoſtle, the faſhion- 


8 5 Es able Sins of the heathen Age, I 


. SOS wiſh I could with Truth ſay, we 

are not ſo in our preſent Chriſtian Age; for the 
purity of Chriſtianity is almoſt totally loſt, ard 
only the Name retained. Will this do for Sal- 
vation? we are informed by the Spirit of Gop 
it will not ; and that every one that nameth the 
Name of Chriſt muſt depart from Iniquity ; 

and that now Gop has made a full Arete ned 
of his will to Mankind, he will no longer wink 
at their Sins. Now that we may be ſenſible of 
the ſinfulneſs of Sin, that is, not only as it is a 
Breach of the Law of God, 3 as there are ill 


Conſequences ariſing from it to others. I ſhall 


not take the Sins as the Apoſtle has placed them, 


but 
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put as there is ſo near an Alliance between A— 


dulte:y and Fornication I ſhall treat of them to- 
gether. They are both of an immoral Nature, 
and they are both prohibited by pofitive Pre- 
cepts ; they are both hcinous Crimes, but not 
equally criminal in the tight of God; they are 
both contrary to right Reaſon and our natural 
notions of good and evil ; they are contrary to 
the Dictates of our Conſciences when we will 
give Ourſelves time to think: We are to do to 
every one as we would have every one do to 
us: The as our Saviour ſaid in his Sermon on 
the Mount, Is the Law and the Prophets. ” 
When a Man anda Woman are put together 
according to the Ordinance of God, oy folemn 
and mutual contract for life, call'd Matrimony; 


from that moment they are one ti ſh, and have 


ncither of them any power of diſpoſing of their 
Perſon to any other till Death makes a ſepara- 
tion : It isa high Ereach of Faith and Honor, 
and every thing that is Sacred, to defile the 
Marriz2ge-Bed ; it ie, as St. Paul expreſſcs it, 
defrauding one another, though in a different 
Senſe, to what the Apoſtle meant when he 
oke thoſe words, as appears by what follow- 
cd, wiz, by conſent for a Time, on ſome reli- 
gious Account; but that will not be a juſtifiable 
Plea for either, unleſs both conſent, on the Ac- 
count of the bad Confequences that may attend 
iich Conduct: We pray to Cod not to lead vs 
no Tempration; ſheuld we not then take all 
poſſible Care not to lead one another into 

Temp- 


„ 3 


Temptation? I would have my Readers con- 
vinced, that I do not write to make them mer- 
ry, but ſerious, wiſe, and good. But to pro- 
ceed ; do not the Adulterer and Adultreſs often 
bring ſpurious breeds into a Family, to the 
great hurt of the lawfully begotten Children, 
and to the great diſquiet and vexation of mind 
to the Huſband, if he is chaſte and virtuous ? 
The Adulterer and Adultreſs deſerve Death 
more than a high-way Kobber ; the one takes 
away my Money that is my property indeed, 
but the Advlterer robs me of my property and 
Peace of Mind too: They are not only high- 
ly criminal Actions in the fight of God, but 
they are too bafe and diſhonorable Actions for 
rational Creatures to be guilty of. 


Tur word Honor is much in our Mouths, 
but ſeldom in our Actions, when Pleaſure or 
Profit interpoſes. Many more aggravating cir- 
cumſtances might he diſplay'd on the Occaſion, 
but I ſhall only add, that as Meſes's Laws, I ap- 
prehend were Gop's Laws, and that IESUus 
CHRIST did neither repeal them, nor Cen- 
ſure the ſeverity of them, but as He had all 
Power given Him in Heaven and on Earth, | 

He had a right to remit the Adultrefs's Punith- 
ment. He came into the World as a Saviour, 
to ſhew Mercy, and to bring Perſons to Re- 
pentance ; he told her what a great Sin ſhe had 
committed, and bid her go and Sin no morc. 1 
What Right has Man to repeal God's Laws? 
B 2 G12 
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the Puniſhment therefore of Adulterers and 
Adultreſſes ſhould have been continued, for all 
the moral part of them in regard to the Obſer- 
ving them, arid the Puniſhment ſor breaking 
them muſt be eternally binding, Lev. 20. 10. 
I am next to take notice of the Fornicator or 
Fornicatreſs, which is now become ſo common 
and faſhionable, that the Senſe of the Sin of it 
is much abatcd in Chriſtian minds, notwith- 
ſtanding what our infpired Apoſtle fays about 
ſuch Offenders, that they ſhall not inherit the 
Kingdom of God ; and that Whoremongers 
and Adulterers God will judge. As I am not 
ſulſicient to diſplay the vile Arts and Practices 
Men take to delude, and corrupt, and ruin 
many naturally innocent and chaſte Virgins, I 
ſhall leave that to the Penitents in the Magda- 
len-houſe, (and to Miſs BELL's account how {be 
was treated.) I will do the Female-Sex that 
Juſtice to ſay, it is my opinion, that but very 
few of them in their Virgin ſtate are tempters 
of Men : Where they are not, Men will have 
a heavicr Charge upon them at the grand Tri- 
bunal of Juſtice at the laſt Day, for their lies 
and falſe promiſes to delude them, to the ruin 
of both Soul and Body. But I would have A- 
dulterers and Fornicators conſider that they do 
not Sin againſt God only by theſe Practices, 
but againſt their Neighbours ; I mean the Pa- 
rents and other near Relations of the ſeduced 
Virgins, by the diſtractions that they are brought 


under by ſuch irreparable Misfortunes ; __ 
7 


ESSAY, I. 5 


if they do not ſhorten their Lives, muſt take 
off all the comfort of living. I aſk theſe Gentle- 
men this ſingle Queſtion, whether they would 
be quite eaſy and ſatisfied to have their Wives, 
Daughters, or Siſters treated in fo baſe a man- 
ner? if not, then they depart from that eternal 
Rule of doing as we would be done by. I will 
freely confeſs, qur natural Paſſions are ſtrongly 
biaſſed to ſenſual enjoyments ; but as God Al- 
mighty has directed us a way to keep from 
Sinning, if we cannot live chaſte in a ſtate of 
Virginity, we muſt be ſubject to his Ordinance : 
For as our Creator he has a right to give us 
Laws, and t» puniſh us for diſobeying them. 
If God had not in his Wiſdom made a propen- 
fity in Man and Woman towards each other, 
the World would not have been ſufficiently 
Peopled : Beſides there would have been no 
Virtue in abſtaining from a Sin that we had no 
appetite to commit. To cure this burning to- 
wards each other, God inſtituted what is now 
called Marriage, at the Creation of our firſt: 
Parents; which by our Apoſtle is pronounced 
an honorable State, where the Marriage-Red is 
undefiled : And to prevent it's being fo, the 
ſame inſpired Writer aſſures us, that Whore- 
mongers and Adulterers God will bring to 
Judgement. The ſame Apoſtle tells us, we 
muſt crucify the Fleſh, with the affections and 
luſts. = 
AGAIN, that to avoid Fornication, every 


Nan 
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Man muſt have his own Wife, and every Wo- 
man her own Huſband ; hear next, what the A- 
poſtle St. PETER ſays; The Lord knoweth how 
to deliver the Godly aut o 3 and to 
* reſerve the unjuſt unto the Day of Judgement 
to be puniſhed ; but chietly ! 1 5 that — . 
<< ter the fleſh in the Tufts of uncleaneſs ; 2 Il 
« 2. 9. Take notice, Reader, what an em- 
pbafis the Apoſtle lays upon thoſe Sins by the 
word CHIEFLY : Then he proceeds to give 
the Reaſons of abſtaining from thoſe Sins; (ex- 
cluſive of the grand one, diſobedience to the 
Laws of God) faying with ſome warmth for the 
Honor of his Maſter ; know ye not that your 
Bodies are the Members of Chriſt ? ſhall ye 
then take the Members of Chriſt and make 
them the Members of an Harlot ? God forbid ! 
Again, know ye not, that he that is joined to 
an Harlot is one Fleſh? F lee Fornication, eve- 
ry Sin that a Man doth, is without the Body ; 3 
but he that committeth Fornication finneth a- 
gainſt his own Body. What, know ye not that 
the Body is the Temple of the Holy-Ghoſt, 
which is in you, which ye have of God? and 
you are not your own; for ye are bought with 
a price : Therefore glorify God in your Body 
and in your Spirit, which are God's. Our Savi- 
our often told the Scribes and Phariſees, that it 
was not what went into the Mouth that defiled 
the Man, but what comes out of the Moth! 
from the-Heart that defileth the Man; ſuch as 
evil thoughts, adulceries, fornications, murders, 


theſts, 
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thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemies, theſe are the 
things which defile the Man. 


ATTEND next, Reader, to what St. Jon v 
faith in his Revelation: ©* And I heard a Voice 
*© as of a great Thunder, and I heard the Voice of 
Harpers barping with their Harps ; and they 
«© ſung as it were a new Song before the Throne, 
and before the faur Beaſts, and the Elders ; and 
no Man could learn that Song, but the hundred 
and forty and four thouſand which were redeem- 
* ed from the Earth Theſe were they which were 
not defiled with Women ; for they are Virgins + 
* theſe are they which follow the Lamb wither ſo- 
< ever he goeth : Theſe are redeemed or brought 
e from am:ng/t Men, being the firſt-fruits unto 
& God and the Lamb; and in their Mouth was 


*© found no guile, for they are without fault before 
elbe Throne of God. 


READER, theſe marks of joy among the holy 
Spirits in Heaven, at tHe great Increaſe of God's 
Kingdom, before the everlaſting Goſpel had 
been preached unto Men on the Earth, is wor- 
thy of your ſerious conſideration in regaid to 
the Occaſion of it. They were not defiled with 
Women; they were Virgins, never married. 
If the Adulterers and Fornicators will think a 
Moment upon what was revealed to St. John, 
of the high approbation God ſhewed to thoſe 
that were nor defiled with Women, by the 
marks of Joy the bleſſed Spirits in Heaven ex 

preſſed 
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preſſed before the Throne of the Almighty; 


t hey muſt be ſelf- condemned, and expect no- 
thing leſs than what the Apoſtle in the Name 
of God has pronounced againſt them, that they 
ſhall not inherit his Kingdom : but they toge- 
ther with the fearful and unbelieving, the abo- 
minable, and murderers, and whoremongers, 
and ſorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars ſhall 
have their Portion in the Lake that burneth 
with Fire and Brimſtone ; which is the ſecond 
Death. 


I would have my Reader take notice from 
what has been ſaid above, that it is not impoſſi- 
ble to live chaſte, there may be more dithculty 
for ſome Conſtitutions to do it than others; the 
Remedy in that Caſe muſt be to marry : or, 
Prayer with Faſting for the aſſiſtance of Grace, 
to enable us to ſubdue our carnal Appetites; 
and withal to confider the Puniſhment that will 
be the lot of unrepenting Sinners in ancther 
World : and as we know not the Hour of our 
Death, the ſafeſt way is not to live in any known 
Sin. I ſhall now go on to the Sinner in my 
Text. whom the Apoſtle modeſtly calls the A- 
buſer of himſelf with Mankind, a very atroci- 
. ous Sin, and puniſhable with Death by our 
Law if convicted of the Offence by one Wit- 
neſs upon Oath. I ſpeak thus plain, that if 
theſe unnatural Offenders are not afraid of the 
Terrors of the Lord, they may avoid the Sin 


for fear of being puniſhed by the Laws of the 
Land, 
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Land. This was the deteſtable Sin of the Peo- 
ple of Sodom and Gomorrah, that brought down 
God's Judgements of Fire and Brimſtone from 
Heaven to deſtroy them. A crime ſo black, 
mean, and ignominious, that I want Words to 
expreſs the Vileneſs and Heinouſneſs of it; A 
crime below the dignity of rational Creatures 
a very enormous Offence againſt God, not on- 
ly as a Breach of his Laws but a means to de- 
ſtroy and make void his command to Increaſe 
and multiply our Species; and withal a high 
affront to the moſt beautiful part of God's rati- 
onal and viſible Creation, Homan ; who was by 
God created to be an innocent and affectionate 
help-meet for Life for Man, in the following 
Words; And they twain ſhall be one fleſh, &c“ 


As much as I ſhould reject with the greateſt 


abhorrence, the thinking or ſpeaking upon this 
ſhocking ſubje& at any other Time, I cannot 
prevail on myſelf to leave it without ſaying, (to 
the ſhame and diſgrace of thoſe vile and aban- 
doned Men be it ſpoken) that the Beaſts of the 
Field, and Fowls of the Air, have more Virtue 
than a Sadomite, that defaces the Image of God 
in him by ſuch unnatural and wicked Practices: 
The Beaſts, &c. ſtrictly obey the Laws of their 
Creator ; they are conſtant to the Female of their 
own Species: Bluſh then, ye Men of $9d»m 
and Gomorrah, (if ye have a {park of Modeſty 
in you, ora grain of Reaſon to think for one 
Moment) to be outdone in Virtue by the Beaſts 

— C that 
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that periſh. What the Wiſe Preacher has told 
us, we find to be too true ; that God made Man 
upright, but he has found out many Inventions. 


Ir is a 1 melancholly Conſideration to think, 
that this unnatural Crime ſhould be fo common 
in a Chriſtian Country: It is indeed perpetrated 
with ſo much Caution and Secrecy, as to be ſel- 
dom detected by legal Conviction unto Death, 
ſo that their Puniſhment in this World is eva- 
ded, and deferred to the great Day of account: 
Unleſs a timely, ſincere, and ſevere Repen- 
tance and Reformation intervene.. But who 
can be ſure of repenting ? It is the Gift of God: 
Or, who can be ſure of Life a Moment? Con- 
tider therefore ſeriouſly of theſe Things, ye 
Sinners, that ye may not be ſurpriſed with 
Death and Damnation at the ſame Time : As 
from the ſacred Writings there appears to be 
no Covenanted Mercy for ſuch as die in their 
Sins. Under the firſt covenant, God requires 
of us unſinning Obedience; but after JESus 
CuR IS 1's appearance, new, and moſt gra- 
ciovs, and benevolent Terms were granted to 
ns thro' Faith in Chriſt's Blood, if attended with 
4 timely and fincere Repentance: I ſay timely, 
b-c:ule we muſt leave our Sins, and not ſtay 
till vor Sins leave us; we mult leave them on 
the Confideration that they are highly offenſive 
wo God; and it continued in, to the Day of 
dur De 2h, will be the loſs of our immortal 


Souls; 
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Souls; for hardened, habitual Sinners are not 
under the Covenant of Grace. Chriſt ſhed his 
moſt precious Blood to heal the wounded Con- 
ſciences of returning Prodigals : He came into 
the World to reform it by his admonitions, ho- 
ly precepts, and unſpotted Life ; not to encou- 
rage Wickedneſs, but to deter Men from it, by 
diſcovering the Wages of Sin, which is called 
by the Apoſtle, Death, that is, eternal Damna- 


tion. 


Tux next Sin in the Text to be confidered, 
is Drunkenneſs ; which, fure I am, cannot be 
deemed a ſmall Sin, though a very common 
one, as it ſtands among thoſe that will Exclude 
Men from the Kingdom of Heaven. Drunken- 
neſs is very ſeldom a ſingle Sin, hut is attended 
with many more, ſuch as prophane Curſing 
and Swearing, Quarreling, which often ends 
in Murder, or ſome ſad Miſchief to ſome of the 
Company, and often in Adultery or Fornicati- 
on; obſcene, (or as the Apoſtle expreſſes it) 
«© fooliſh talking and jeſting, &c. SS-. None 
of which Crimes, I perſuade myſelf, would be 
ſo ofcen committed, if Drunkenneſs did not 
introduce them : For it quite changes the diſpo- 
ſition of many Men. A Perſon beth ſerious and 
virtuous when he was Sober, has been guilty 
of Vices when intoxicated with Liquor that he 
would deteſt when in his right Senſes. Can 
Drunkenneſs then, which is generally attended 
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with other Vices, be overlooked by the Judge 
of the World at the great Day of account ? No, 
for the Apoſtle aſſures us from God, that the 
Drunkard ſhall have no Inheritance in his 
Kingdom. 


Tu ſpecious pretence for Drinking too much 
is Society; and the difficulty of leaving agreea- 
ble Company when once met together; this is 
caſily anſwered: Agreeable Society is better 
kept up without exceſs of drinking; when it 
comes to that, all rational Converſation is at an 
End. Again: It is not only a Sin to be drunk- 
en, but it is a Sin, as we are told by good Au- 
thority, to ſpend tog much Time in drinking, 
though we do not looſe our Senſes by the Li- 
quor ; for there is in the facred Writings a Woe 
pronounced againſt thoſe ** that are mighty to 
«© drink wine or ſtrong drink ; ” and that what- 
* ſoever we do, weare to doit to the glory of God”. 
By Drunkennefs we diſhonour God, by break- 
ing his Laws, and by defacing his Image in us, 
by ceaſing to be rational Creatures, the graci- 
ous Endowment that our Creator beſtowed up- 
on us above-the reſt of the earthly Creation : 
Ought we not then to ſhew our Gratitude to 
God for this peculiar Bleſſing by endeavouring 
to be like him as far as we are capable of be- 
ing ſo? To be perfect, as our heavenly Father 
is perfeR, is impoſſible ; but God has provided 
us with ſuch means and directions for perform- 


ing 
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ing our Duty to him if we will make uſe of 
them; as will keep us from heinous and pre- 
ſumptuous Sins: We muſt follow the P/alni/?s 
Advice, „Je and in awe; commune with our 
«« wn hearts in our chambers, and be fill; 
we muſt watch, pray, and ſtrive that we may 
not fall into Temptation : With theſe endea- 
vours we have the promiſe and may exp > the 
afliſtance of God's holy Spirit, to make us wile 
unto Salvation. 


Tre Sin of Idolatry come next to be treated 
of; the worſhip of Angels, Saints, or Martyrs, 
or any Images made by Men's Hands, or any 
Birds, Beaſts, or any Creeping Things, is Ido- 
latry. We are only to bow down to, and wor- 
ſhip the ſelf-exiſtent and everlaſting God, who 
has expreſſly commanded us, ſaying, * Thou 
halt have no other Gods before me. | 


Sr. John tells us, he fell down before an An- 
gel that ſpake to him; and the Angel ſaid to 
him, doit not, I am thy fellow-ſervant, and f thy 
Brethren ; worſhip God. The Church of Rome 
ſtands charged with this Crime, by our learned 
Proteſtant Writers ; but as the Papiſts abſolutely 
deny the Charge, and as I am no ſearcher of 
Hearts, I ſhall leave them to be Judged by 
that Eternal Being who knoweth all things, 
and will judge righteouſly.—But I am 
to enquire whether it is not a ſpecies of Ido- 
latry to pray to DEPARTED DAINTS 


to 
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to intercede with God for us. In the Firſt 
Place, we are far from being certain that our 
Prayers can reach them; but ſuppoſe they did, 
it would be of no ſervice to us, becauſe we are 
aſſured by our holy Apoſtle St. Paul, that Feſus 
Chri/z is the only Mediator between God and 
Man, and that no created Being is allowed to 
have Acceſs to God to make Interceſſions for 
us: Through him alone will God accept of 
our Prayers, Interceſſions and Supplications. 
There is one God, and one Mediator between 
God & Men, the Man Jeſus Chriſt. I ſhall take 
this Opportunity of laying before my Readers 
a genuine Prayer, given to a Papiſt Lady by her 
Pricſt, taken out of a Manual of Prayers and 
Litanies Printed at Antwerp in the Year 1667, 
which Prayers may alſo be ſeen in Biſhop 
Bull's Works, intitled, Some important Points of 
Primitive Chriſtianity, Vol. 1. The Lady had 
been a Proteſtant and turned Papiſt, but being 


Joon made ſenfible of the Errors and Abſurdi- 


ties in that Religion, ſhe returned to her firſt 
Faith. 


TRE PRAYER. 


| O My Lady, holy Mary, I recommend myſelf to 
thy Bleſf, 2 truſt and fingular Cuſtody, and 


into the — of thy Mercy ibis Night and ever- 


more; and in the Hour r my Death 1" my Souf 
and my * and I yield unts thee all my Hope 


and 


and Conſolation, all my Diſtreſs and Miſery, 


- 
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Life and the End thereof : That by thy maſt ho 
Interceſfiom, and by thy Merits, all my Works may 
be directed and diſpoſed, according to thine and 
thy Son's direction and uill. Amen. 


Many juſt Remarks might be made upon 
the Prayer above; but I ſhall only ſay, it de- 
thrones God the Father, by giving the Power 
of ſhewing Mercy and pardoning Sinners to 
the Virgin Mary, and likewiſe diveſts the Son 
of God of his Mediatorial Office : Becauſe God 
has commanded us to make our Prayers to him 
through Jeſus Chriſt. We ovght to have a 
very high Honor, Regard and Reverence for 
the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, and for all the Saints 
and Martyrs departed this Life in God's Faith 
and Fear; (as in our Liturgy) beſceching him 
at the ſame Time, ** that we may ſo follow their 
good examples, that with them we may be par- 
<< takers of his heavenly kingdom Grant this, O 
& Father, for Jeſus Christ's ſake our only Medi- 
* ator and Advocate.” This is pious and rati- 
tional, and true Scripture Doctrine; which is 
more than can with Juſtice be ſaid of tlie Prayer 
above, as no Merits are in that Prayer allowed 
to jeſus Chriſt, but all to the Bleſſed Virgin 
Mary. No marvel that the Lady ſnould return 
_ to her firſt Religion, after ſuch an unſcriptural 
Prayer had been given her. Since I Publiſhed 
my First Edition an Author of credit Mr. Tho. 
Gage tell into my Hands, that wrote the Hiſto- 
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ry of the Spani/h West-Indies in the Year 1720, 
who was Educated in the Religion of the Ch. 
of Rome in Spain, and was ſent under ſome 
Religious Order into the Spamyb West-Indies 
where He ſtaid ſome Years, but at lait found 
means to to make his Eſcape from thence into 
England, where he abjured his firſt Religion 
on the account of their Damnable Errors, (as 
the Author calls them) too ſeverc an expreſſi- 
on, I think, as God is to be their Judge. How- 
ever the Reader ſhall know what they are, 
that he may be able to diſtinguiſh Chriſt's pure 
and true Religion from Prieſtcraft. He begins 
with the Invocation of Saints, a charge I was 
unwilling to lay upon them, till I faw it confir- 
med by an Author educated in the Religion of 
the Church of Rome: The next is Purgatory, 
Tranſubſtantiation, Sacrifice of the Maſs, (tho 
unbloody) Canonization of Saints, Inſtalling 
them into Heaven, Indulgencies, Auricular 
Confeſſion, Satisfactory Penances, and ſuch like 
including the Infallibility of the Pope, called by 
Mr. Gage the Man of Sin and Antichristian Ty- 
rant. 


TulkEvęs are alſo in the liſt of Sinners, that 
ſhall not Inherit the Kingdom of God. Rob- 
bers of Houſes, and Robbers upon the King's 
Highway, and all Perſons unlawfully taking 
what is the property of another, are Thieves, 
and Sinners againſt God; who has expreſsly 


commanded 


W 
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commanded us not to Steal. They are Sinners 
againſt the eternal Law of Nature and Reaſon, 


whereby we are to do to others as we would 


have them do to us, 


Ir is a moral Duty enforced by a Divine 
command. 'Thieving is a private Way of de- 
riving any Perſon of his right: There is a pub- 
ic Thief, that robs a Perſon of his Money or 
Goods upon the Highway, which may be pro- 
perly called Extortion, becauſe it 1s forced from 
the Perſon. Again, there is another ſpecies of 
Public Thicving called Burglary, viz. break- 
ing into Houſes in the Night, or by Day: This 
ſpecies of Thieving 1s certainly of the deepeſt 
Dye of all ; and if unrepented of, the Perpe- 
trators may juſtly expect to be excluded the 
Kingdom of God. Extortion is an unjuſt and 
illegal act, and ſtands under the ſame dreadful 
Sentence with thoſe Sins I have already taken 
notice of. It is either exacting more for the 
Price of a Thing than it is honeſt to do, by ta- 
king the advantage of the ignorance of the Buy- 
er, which is cheating; or by forcing a Perſon 
either to part with Money or Goods, or other- 
wiſe to make the Perſon refuling to ſuffer ſome 
inflicted hardſhip or puniſhment; as I have faid 
before, a Highway Robber is an Extortioner, 
as he forceth our Money from us through fear 
of Death, or ſome bodily hurt. Theſe Practi- 


ces are abominable in the fight of God, whoſe 
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Eyes cannot behold Iniquity. 


La next to difplay the Character of a Co- 


vetous Man, who muſt be ſuppoſed to be a 
Perſon that has great Riches, and makes no 


good uſe of them by feeding the Poor, and 
cloathing the Naked, and by tuch other acts of 
Charity as his fello u- creatures ſhall ſtand in 
Need of : The relief given by Law to the Poor, 
being no Virtue or Charity; Charity accepta- 
ble to God mult be a voluntary act; and if the 
Covetous Man has great Riches, and does not 
voluntary acts of Charity to ſuch as want it, he 
is unworthy of God's goodneſs towards him, 
and may expect that terrible Sentence will be 
paſſed upon him when he appears at that awful 
Tribunal at the laſt Day, to give account to the 
righteous Judge of his Works; Go ve Curſed 
* into eve laing Fire, prepared for the Den! 
*© and his Arge!s; — for I was an hungred, and 
* ve gave me ne meat; thirty, and ye gave me no 
© drink ; I was a Stranger, and ye took me not in; 


naked, and ve cloathed me not; in priſon, and 


re viſited me nat Inaſmuch as ye did it not to 
* cue of theſe little ones, ye did it not to me.” 
Conſider Reader, if you are the Man; ©* what 
** will it profit you to gain the whole World and 


* t7je your own Soul ? ® 


AxoTnras Inſtance of criminal Covetouſneſs 
will appear from our Saviour's Parable of the 


Rich 
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Rich Man and Lazarus a Beggar : The Rich Man 
as appears by the Hiſtory, was not at all Cove- 
tous in regard to himſelf, for he was cloathed 
in Purple and fine Linen, and fared ſumptu- 
ouſly every Day : In ſhort he was not ſparing 
in Grandeur, or in any thing that wonld give 
himſelf Pleaſure. His Crime was, want of com- 
miſeration to a diſtreſſed Poor Beggar that lay 
at his Gate full of Sores, and ready to periſh 

for want of ſome refreſhment ; and was ſo mo- 
deſt in his great diſtreſs, as to aſk for nothing 
better of the Rich Man, than only the Crumbs 
or Scraps from his Table, that his Scrvants 
might leave ; which, we are told, the Beggar 
could not obtain ; the Rich Man having no bow- 
els of Compaſſion towards his fellow-creature, 
though in the greateſt diſtefs; he had no feel- 
ing of the miſeries of others, being in Proſpe- 
rity himſelf. You are next to hcar, Reader, 
the ſad Fate of this uncharitable Rich Man: We 
are told, he died ; and we may reaſonably pre- 
ſume, God took him out of this World the 
ſooner for his not making a proper uſe of his 
Riches whilſt in it. Be this as it may; e di- 
ed and was buried, and in hell he lift up hi, 
«© eyes, being in torment, and ſeeth Abraham afar 
&* off, and Lazarus in his byſam in heaven; and 
* the Rich Man c ied and ſaid, father Abrabam 
& have mercy on me, and ſend Lazarus that hz 
* may dip the ti of his finger in water and c99/ 
iy tongue, for I am tormented in this flame; 
D 2 An, 
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And Abraham ſaid, Son, remember that thou 
© in thy life time recerved 14 thy good things, and 
<« likewiſe Lazarus evil things; but now he is com- 


* forted, and thou art tormented. (fee the reſt in 


St. Lu kx.) 


TH1s is a very inſtructing Parable, and pray 
God ſuch a Uſe may be made of it by all Rich 
uncharitable Perſons, as may keep them from 
the Fate of the Rich Man in the Goſpel. A 
Rich Man that ſpends his Money in acts of 
Charity, lays up for himſelf Treaſures in Hea- 
ven; but the Rich Man that ſpends his Money 
only! in pomp and vices, without any diſpoſition 
to do good to the Poor and Needy, can expect 


no happineſs but in this Life; for we are aſ- 


ſured from our Saviour's own Words, that it 1s 
« eaſier for a Camel ta go through the eye of a nee- 
dle, than for a Rich Man to enter into the king- 
* dom of God.” (i. e.) ſuch a Rich Man as de- 
f:ribed above, a Man that truſts in his Riches, 
and makes his Riches his God ; that diſpoſes 
of none of it in acts of Charity; that is only ſo- 
licitous to lay up Treaſures upon Earth, with- 
out ſo much as a thought of fecuring the moſt 
deſirable and valuable Treaſure, which is only 


to be tound in Heaven, a Treaſure ineorrup- 


<« tible by Moths ar Ruf, Se. 


Tux laſt Sinner in the Verſe I have choſen 


to give my Thoughts upon, and that is by the 


In! pired 
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Inſpired Apolilc to be excluded the Kingdom 
of God, is the Reviler. A Reviler, in the fcrip- 
tmre-ſcnfe at the Word, is one that ſpeaks ſcur- 
rilous, abuſe! or opprobrious Words to any 
Perſon, or Words of contempt towards any 
Perfon, as St. Paul did when he called Ananias 
a whited-wall, the Apoſtle indeed had provo- 
cation enough to ſpeak in that Manner to a 
Perſon, who had taken upon himſelf to com- 
mand another to do an act contrary to Law 
and juſtice, for St. Paul ſaid nothing that could 
give Offence either to the High Prieſt or the 
People ; he told them he had lived in all good 
Conſcience before God to that Day : This was 
what the good Man was ſmitten upon the Face 
for, and not for calling Anamas a whited-wall ; 
for the fmiting was the Occafion of thoſe revi- 
linz Words towards the High Prieſt, (as thoſe 
that ſtood by calicd them.) St. Paul in this af- 
fair behaved like a true Chriſtian, in aſking 
Pardon of Ananias after he was made acquain- 
ted with his Dignity, and confeſſed, the Ruler 
of the People ought not to be ſpoken evil of. 
The Slanderer, Calumniator and Blaſphemer, 
carrying much the fame fignification with the 
Reviler. A whited-wall ſeems to be a figura- 
tive expreſſion, and as I conceive, may have 
the ſame marks of Infamy couched under it, as 
the wheted-jepulchre ſpoken of by our Saviour. 
But T muſt tell my Reader, that a Perſon's cha- 
raGer may be injured more ways than by words; 


2 look, 
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a look, or hint, or the ſlighteſt inſinuation, will 
give ſuch a wound to a Perſon's character as 
never to be perfectly healed. Again, if ſuch 
a delicacy of defamation will wound ſo deep, 
the bold and unguarded Reviler muſt ruin a 
Perſon's character at once, though every thing 
be falſe that is ſaid : If much Dirt be thrown, 
it is an old ſaying, ſome will ſtick. If then a 

ood Name (as we are told by the wiſeſt of 
Men) is more valuable than great Riches, as 
the loſs of it is ſeldom to be repair'd ; how great 
muſt be the Sin of a falſe Accuſer? His Words, 


in the language of the Goſpel are idle Words, 


of which our Saviour has told us, we mult give 
an account thereof at the Day of Judgement. I 
may with truth ſay with St. Paul, my heart's de- 
fire and Prayer is, that all Iſracl may be ſaved. 
I can't conclude this Eſſay without addreſſing 
myſelf particularly to Sinners with the Higheſt 
Titles, that are Believers in Jeſus Chriſt and 
his Doctrine, but not unto Righteouſneſs ; and 
beſeech them not to be deceived to the loſs of 
their Souls, by vainly preſuming that the righ- 
teous Judge of the World will at the laſt tremen- 


dous Day of accounts ſhew partial mercy to 


them as Sinners, becauſe they had high Titles, 
and great Poſſoſſions and power upon Earth; 
Gcd that cannot lie, has been ſo good as to an- 
ticipate ſuch diſhonorable thoughts of Him, by 
aſſuring all His Creatures by the Mouth of St. 
Peter, ACTS 10. that he is no reſpecter of Perſons, 

| but 
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but in every Nation he that feareth God and work- 
eth Righteouſneſs ſhall be accepted by bim. Which 
truth is further proved by our Saviour's Parable 
of the Rich Man and Lazarus the Beggar, 
St. Luke, 16. aud much to the ſame purpoſe in 
his Parable of the Talents, St. Matt. 25. which 
is alſo further inforced by another Paſſage from 
holy writ. ** he that kn«weth his Maſters will and 
* doeth it not, ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes.” 
St. Joux, Rev. 6, in his Viſion of the laſt Day 
or Day of Judgement, repreſents to us what 
Conſternation and Terror all the Wicked that 
are then alive will be in at the firſt appearance 
of it, and to ſpeak in the Scripture Language, 
The Kings of the Earth and the great Men, 
* and the Rich Men, and the chief Captains, 
* and the mighty Men, and every Bond-Man, 
* and every Free-Man hid themſelves in the 
© Dens and in the Rocks of the Mountains, 
© and ſaid to the Mountains and Rocks fall on 
© us, and hide us from the face of him that fit- 
© teth on the Throne, and from the wrath of 
* the Lamb: For the great Day of his wrath is 
*© come; and who ſhall be able to ſtand ? 
« Rev. vi. 15. ” No marvel ! that Sinners of 
the higheſt birth as well as the loweſt, ſhould 
be alarmed and terrified at ſo amazing an ap- 
pearance as the Son of God and Son of Man 
coming in all his Glory, attended by the ho- 
* ly Angels to judge the World.” No marvel ! 
that royal and noble Sinners, &c. ſhould then 


feel! 
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feel conviction and the ſtrongeſt remorſe of 
Conſcience for their Wickedneſſes and Blaſphe- 
mies againſt their Redeemer, ſo as.to call upon 
the Rocks and Mountains to cover or hide them 
from the wrath of the Lamb. Hut it appears 
by Chriſt's Parables that they called in vain : 
For the Lamb being ſet on his Throne of Glo- 
ry, the Wicked and the Righteous were ſum- 
moned up together and immediately ſeparated 
under the Title of Goats and Sheep ; the Goats 
on the Judge's left-hand, and the innocent Sheep 
on his right. After which this joyful Sentence 
was paſſed on the Sheep, or tlie Righteous ; 
Cone ye bleſſed of my Father inherit the King- 
* dom prepared for you from the fyundation of the 
*© World.” To thoſe on his left-hand the Sen- 
tence paſſed will be ©* Go from me ve curſed, in- 
<< to everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil and 
* bis Angels : Theſe ſhall go inio everlaſting pu- 
t ni/bment, hut the Righteous into life eternal.“ 
T might give from the Scriptures many more 
repreſentations of the laſt Day, much to the 
lame purpoſe. 


Having now made it appear from divine 
Authority, and from inſpired Writers, that Sin- 
ners of the higheſt Birth and Titles are ſo far 
from having any pretenſions to Favor from the 
Judge of the World at the great Day of account, 
that they will be more ſeverely puniſhed than 
the mean Sinner; for we are informed that 


40 he | 
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«© He that knoweth his Maſter's will and doeth it 
* not, ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes.” Matt. 
xxv, Luke xXviie-Matt. xxiii.— Rev. Xi. xvi. 


I have now finiſhed what T had firſt in View, 
and wiſh my ability for the work had been e- 
qual to my ardor of Soul for the honor and 
glory of my Creator and Redeemer, and the 
eternal happineſs of my Fellow-Creatures, 
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05 CCORDING to my firſt Plan at 


S A - my entcring upon this Work, I pro- 
D poſcd in this Second Efjay to prove 
. {BO — the falſiiy of an Ancient heretical 
Deftrine lately revived by the Revd. Mr. B-rr-ge 
a Miniſter of our Church, which Doctrine is de- 
ſtructive of all Moral, Social, and Chriſtian Du- 
ties; as will evidently appear to be ſo when I 
come to lay before my Readers, what his Doc- 
trine is that he preaches to his Flock, which I 
ſhall take from his Pamphlet (intitled the Frag- 
ment of Religious Truths) in his own Words; 
(he Mr. B--rr--ge) ſays to one or more of his 
Flock, Art thou a Sinner? We muſt preſume 
his Sheep anſwer in the affirmative. He then 
tells them ſo much the better, after this he aſks 
them whether they are vile and reprobate Sin- 
ners? Better ſtill ; Are you loſt alſo, and un- 
done Sinners? Beſt of all, it was for ſuch as theſe 
Chriſt died; it is certainly Scripture Doctrine 
thar Chriſt died tor Sinners, but it was for re- 
penting and reforming Sinners that believe in 
haven Chriſt as their Saviour and Redeemer, 
ut he did not die (as I. ſhall make it appear 


from 
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from the whole Tenor of the facred Writings) 
to encourage us to be Sinners ; take notice Rea- 
der, that this Reverend Gentleman does not 
ſay a Word to his Flock that they muſt Reform 
and Repent in Order to be ſaved, but inſinuates 
to his Flock that Faith in Chriſt his Merits and 
righteouſneſs will be ſufficient to fave their 


Souls, without Works, and without Repen- 


tance; this is what the Orthodox Chriſtians 
call'd the Solufidians Sect, * a Title importing 
what their Opinions were. I come now to ſhew 
from the ſacred Writings that our Faith in 
Chriſt will be very detective without good 
Works; hear what our Saviour ſaith, Matt. vi. 
chap. 33 verſe, *©* Seek ye firſt the Kingdom of 
* God and his righteouſneſs, &c. by the King- 
dom of God is meant Heaven, and by his Righ- 


- teouſneſs is meant, to ſtrive to be Obedient to 


his Laws. Again, St. James tells us ch. 1. 22. 
* That we muſt be doers of the Word and not hear- 
© ers only, deceiviug our own ſelves.” The ſame 
Apoſtle tells us, chap. 2.---17 18 20. verſes, 


— &« That 


_® Solufidian is made up of two Latin Words, a little corrup- 
ted, Solus fignifies in Engliſh alone, and Fides Faith becauſe a 
certain Sect maintained that Faith alone in Chriſt's Blood, 
Merits, &c. will ſave our Souls without Works, that is, with- 
out any Obedience to God's revealed Laws, nay, the Reve- 
rend Mr. B--z --Gt has given a greater latitude to this Doc- 
trine by telling his Flock, that the greater load of Sins they 
have upon them the better, without ſaying a Word of Refor- 
mation or Repentance, but as he has given no Reaſon for this 
abſurd and Blaſphemous Doctrine, I can give none for him, 
but ſhall confider of what he ſays in the proper Place, 


o 
: 
* 
* 
q 
& 


ys 

8 

+ 
ii h 

+ of 
1 
»4 
e 
= 
1 
"ny 
bh; 
N 
14 
1 
. 
4 1 
11 
1 


— 
— 


—. * * 
r 


"I r * * ws 1 _ . — — - — — 

. 2. 95D SEL EEE EEZESTIIGIIE ELESE 
- - 

£5 2: — 


a - 
— 
un CCS — — — — — —_— 
— — 5 a— Vx — n —— — — 
F " * * 
7 e - : 
Ly . * — 2 — . 


— ̃ — ⁰ͤòwu-!n ? , -O 
— — — — — 
" — 


28 ESSAY, I. 


&* That Faith if it have not Works is dead, being 
*© alone.—Vea a Man may ſay Thou haſt Faith, 
&* and I bave Works, ſhew me thy Faith without 
* thy Works; and I will ſhew thee my Faith by 
ce my Works. —But wilt thou know O vain Man 
« that Faith without Works is dead. (ſee the 
whole Chapter to the ſame purpoſe.) And St. 
Pavr, from whom Mr. B-rr-ge makes ſo ma- 
ny Quorations, (and moſt of them from figura- 
tive and myſterious way of expreſſing himſelf.) 
tells ns that Faith muſt work unto Rightcoul- 
neſs, which I ſhall make farther appcar in the 


proper Place. 
MR. B--rr--ge ſays that Chriſt muſt be a 


whole Saviour or none at all, What Chriſtian 
will deny this ? We acknow ledge i in the Com- 
munion Service of our Church, that Chriſt has 
made by his one Oblation of himſelf, once ot- 


fercd a full, perieR, and ſufficient Sacrifice and 


SarisfaQtion tor the who'e World. But will 

ir. B--r--ge aflert, that there are in the ſacred 
Writings no Conditions annexed to Faith in 
Chritt tor the ſalvation of our Souls? He has if 
I underſtand him right, given a hint in his Frag- 
ment as if believing the Laws of God to be good 
and true was ſuflicient without obeying them; 

and to ſupport his Opinion he quotes Rom. V11. 
23. 24, 25, verſes. yy For I fee another Law in 
« my Members warring againſt the Law of my 


&« Mind, and bringing me ints ; captivity to the Law 


83 
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6 Sin, which 1s in my Members. —O wretched 
*© Man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the 
% Body of this Death ! I thank God through Jeſus 
* Chiift our Lord. & then with the Mind 1 my- 
& ſelf jerve the Law of God, but with the Fleſb the 
Law of Sin.” Ihe Texts of Mr. B--r--ge's 
here produced and that he lays ſuch a ſtreſs up- 
on in defence of his Doctrine are cleared up 
and explained by St. Paul in various Places in 
his Epiſtle. Hear what the Apoſtle ſays at the 
beginning of the next Chapter, by way of Con- 
cluſion of the Subject he had been treating of 
« There is now ud Condemnation to them, which 
* are in Chrift Jeſus (or believe in Chriſs Jeſus) 
e who walk net after the Fleſh, but after the Spi- 
* ri.” Is not the carnal Man condemned here? 
Again, the Apoſtle pronounceth Death or Dam- 
Nation to the carnal Man, and to the ſpiritual- 
minded or righteons Man, Life & Peace, Rom. 
chap. 1.--5 verſe. and in another Place he tells 
us that The Mages of Sin is Death.” Rom. vi. 
23 verſe. St. Paul's Brother Apoſtle St. Peter, 
makes no ſcruple to ſay that in many Places he 
is hard to be underitc.cd ; but I ſhall only quote 
ſuch of his Texts as will not admit of explain- 
ing: For in the Chapter above, he ſays that 
the carnal-minded Man is at enmity with God; 
by Sinning we make God our Enemy, if in- 
dulging ourſelves in the luſts of the Fleſh con- 


trary to the Laws of God, be pronounced by 
the Apoſtle Damnation, as it certainly is, then 
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it as certainly appears that Faith in Chriſt with- 
out Holineſs will not ſave us; to enforce this 
Truth ſtill farther, the Apoſtle repeats what he 
ſaid before: He that believe in Chriſt must 
* crucify the Fleſh, with the affections and lusts ;” 
the Text I have already brought, do fully e- 
vince that Saint had no ſuch meaning as Mr. 
B--r--ge and his Brethren put upon what he 
ſays in his Epiſtle. 


Ir will take more Time than I have Reaſon 
to expect God will allow me, to attempt to ex- 
plain all the Apoſtles obſcure Texts and fign- 
rative manner of ſpeaking ; and if my Readers 
do not feel Conviction in their Mind from 
what I have ſaid and ſhall ſay to prove Mr. 


 B--r--ge's Doctrine to be falſe, and to have no 


foundation in holy writ ; I muſt tien refer them 
to the Reverend and Lear ned Dr. Hammony's 
Paraphraſe and Annotations on Romans, vir. 
and to the late Dean of Lincoln's Letter, intitled 
The Principles and Practices of the Methodtsts. 
And alſo to the Reverend Mr. Rom a1in'; Dil- 
courſe intitled, The Life of Faith; which evince 
that good Works mult attend Faith in Chritt ; 
and in particular to Mr. B--r--ge's Fragment, 
where he tells his Followers they mutt fall, that 
is, they muſt be Sinners; Why do you not fall? 
It is better to fall, It is better to fall here, than 


to fall into Hell. According to chis Gentleman's 


mad Doctrine we muſt be Sinners to get into 
| Heayen ; 


* 
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Heaven; and he tells them the more Profligate 
Sinners they are, the better. You muſt be ſen- 
ſible, Readers, that the Doctrine of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles in the holy Scriptures, is quite the 
reverſe of the Solufidian Doctrine, they tell us 
we muſt not Sin. But to procced, Mr. B-rr-ge 
to prevent his Diſciples from having any re— 
morſe of Conſcience for being Sinners, he tells 
them, that as he ſat meditating upon a certain 
Day in his Chair in his Cloſet, he thought he 
heard a ſtill Voice ſay to him, Ceaſe from thy 
own Works ; which he interpreted to be a Com- 
mand from God not to obey any longer his 
Laws, but intirely to rely on Chriſt's merits, as 
all ſufficient for our Salvation. If Mr. B--rr--ge 
heard any Voice at all to this purpoſe, it muſt 
come from an Agent of Satan's and not from 
Heaven ; but as the Reverend Gentleman docs 
not ſo much as pretend that the Voice added 
either the Word good or evil to Works, I can't 
conceive why he did not rather apply it to him- 
ſelf and examine his own Heart, whether it 
was not intended rather to admoniſh him to 
ceaſe from ſome Evil, that he might be guilty 
of himſelf, for there is no Man without ſome 
frailties. Indeed without any Breach of Cha- 
rity, one would be apt to think, Mr. B--rr--ge 
had a great many, by his manner of interpre- 
ting the Voice, and that he took this Method to 
inform the World that though God has given 
exccllent Laws, He would diſpence with the 


Breach 


* 
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Breach of them, provided we have Faith in 
Chriſt's Merits and unſpotted Righteouſneſs. 
Faith in Chriſt, I agree with him, is abſolutely 
neceſſary; it muſt be produQive of good 
Works of Righteouſneſs, and of Obedience to 
God's holy Laws, and when we have done all 
this, we do not merit Salvation ; for we are told 
that Eternal Life is the Gift of God through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ; but by Grace we are 
ſaved : But to obtain Grace atiJ Favor of God, 

we muſt not only believe in Chriſt, but work 
out our Salvation with fear and trembling. It 
has been the way of öectaries in Religion, to 
give a Sanction to their Opinions by ſome mar- 
velous Event, as the Author of the Fragment 
has done by his Voice from Heaven; and as 
the Impoſtor Mabomet did, by telling his fol- 
lowers, He bad been tranſlated from Heaven, and 
there received his Coran, or Alcoran, or Book 
of their Law from God. By this Stratagem, 
and by the Sword, he eſtabliſhed a Religion of 

his own Compoſing, which is to this Day em- 
braced by the Turks, and other Eastern Nations, 
it being a very indulging Religion to Human 
Paſſions, as the Solufidians have made Chriſt's, 


I will do Mr. B--rr--ge the Juſtice to lay be: | 
fore my Readers the Scripture Texts brovght 
by him to prove the Truth of the Doctrine he 
Preaches ; that they may judge which Text 
carry moſt Weight in the ſcale of Reaſon ;-— * 


Acts, 


Acts, iv. 12.—Epb. it. 7, $.--Eph. i. 6.-Gal. 
11. 26. Gal. v. 6. Rom. iii. 24. John, iii. 16. 
= Eph. ii. 6. Gal. iii. 10, 11. [Iſt. Cor. i. 26— 
Rom, viii. 1. St. John, i. 10. Compare James 
ii, with Heb. 11. 33. 


Now that my Readers may not be deceived 
by that alluring and pleafing Doctrine of the 
Spſufideans or Methodiſts as they are now called, 
that Faith alone in Chriſt will fave them; and 
withal, that it is abſolutely neceſſary to be Sin- 
ners, and the greater Sinners the better, if we 
do but rely on Chriſt, all will end well with- 
out Repentance or Reformation; I will con- 
vince them from plain Scripture and Reaſon 
what a horrid and falſe Doctrine this is. 


No marvel that their Followers are ſo nume- 


rous, (Which ſome of them do not only boaſt 
of, but ufe ſome unbecoming expreſſions on 
the occaſion) when their Teachers make it me- 
ritorious to be Sinners againſt the Laws of God. 
Wheatly, * a licenſed fellow, ignorant of every 
Thing but Vice, preached this Doctrine at Nor- 
wich, and was known to practiſe what he taught, 
of which he was detected and profecuted, and 


found guilty and fined ; which now ſtands up- 
on Record. St. Pau/ aſſures us from God, that 


the unrighteous ſhall not inherit the Kingdom 
of God: That Word being too general, and 
F might 


* An unordained Preacher. 
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might not be perfectly comprehended, he 


thought it neceſſary to ſpeak plainer: He de- 
fired his Diſciples not to be deceived ; for that 
no Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, 
nor Effeminate, nor Abuſers of themſeves with 
Mankind, nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor 
Drunkards, nor Revilers, nor Extortioners, or 
Perſons guilty of uncleanneſs, or Witchcraft, 
or Hatred, or Variance, or Emulation, or Strife, 
Wrath, Seditions, Hereſies, Envyings, Mur- 
ders, Revellings, and ſuch like; of the which 
I tell you now, as I have alſo told you in Time 
paſt, that they who do ſuch Things ſhall not 
inherit the Kingdom of God: Iſt. Cor. vi. ch. 


9, 10. Gal. v. ch. 16, verſe. 


Minp, Reader, what an Inſpired Apoſtle 
of Chriſt ſays, who had his Inſtructions from 
Chriſt, and be not impoſed upon by Satan's A- 
gents to your eternal Deſtruction: Search the 
Scriptures, and you will find that an habitual 
unrepenting Sinner cannot be ſaved by a bare 


Faith in Chriſt. Are not we told in holy-writ, 


<© That there is more Tay in Heaven over one Sin- 
© ner that repentetb, than over Ninety and Nine 
ut Perſons that need no repentance ? I have 


brought this Text to ſhew the Soluſideans that 
there muſt be Reformation and Repentance joi- 


ned to Faith from a Sinner before his Death, 


otherwiſe his Belief in Chriſt will not ſave him; 
the Truth of which, I ſhall farther make ap- 


pear 
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pear from Texts ſo plain as not to be contro- 
verted. 


Tur Prophet Ezekiel chap. xviii. 27 verſe, 
gives us, by Directions from God, the comfor- 
table aſſurance, ** That if the Wicked Man turn- 
eth away from his Wickedneſs, and doeth that 


© which is lawful and right he ſhall ſave lis Soul 


alive. And at verſe 28, God is pleaſed to 
give a Reaſon for his ſhewing mercy ; becauſe 
he (the Sinner) conſidereth, and turneth away 
from his Wickedneſs, he ſhall ſurely live, a- 
gain, verſe 32, For I have no Pleaſure in the 
* Death of him that dietb, faith the Lord God - 
* Wherefore turn yourſelves and live ye.“ I muſt 
make a ſhort but uſeful Obſervation upon the 
Words above : The Sinner muſt turn away 
from, quite leave off Sinning ; he muſt do 
what is right, for ſome Time before his Death. 
O Lord have mercy upon me! doth not appear 
to be ſufficient, if attended with Faith ; for ac- 
cording to the Text, the wicked Man is ſuppo- 
ſed to turn from his evil way, on mature con- 
ſideration, that by his Sin, he has highly offend- 
ed God, ſo he reſolves for the reſt of his Life 
to ſerve and obey his Creator. 


By God's Word, plainly and rationally re- 


_ vealed to us by Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 


we are told, That without bolineſs, no Man 


* {ball ſee the Lord; ” and that God is of purer 
1 Eyes 
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Eyes than to behold Iniquity ; & And that ex- 
* cept Sinners repent, they ſhall all likewije Pe- 
* 11/h” See St. Luke 31. 1. for the Occaſion of 
our Bleſſed Saviour's ſpeaking the latt Words. 


_ CarrsT could not mean periſh in regard to 
this Life, as the Galileans did, on whom the 


Tower of Sham fell; but in regard to their 


Souls in the World to come. This ſhews the 
neceſlity of every Sinners Repentance for Sal- 
vation ; and no Sinner by Faith only, without 
good Works, will be juſtified before God. A- 
gain : ** Whoſoever ſhall nat receive the King- 
dom of God as a little Child, ſhall in no wiſe 
© enter therein. ” Little Children are without 
Sin, becaufe they know not what is Sin : From 
which Words of Chriſt we are to underſtand, 
that unleſs we ftrive as far as we are able, to be 
innocent as little Children, we ſhall not enter 
into the Kingdom of God: For we are told 
that Strait is the Gate, and narrow is the N 
ce that leadeth unto Life, and few there. be that 
te find it ; Heb. xi: 14-—Luke, xvili. 17. 


AccorpinG to Mr. B--rr--ges Doctrine, 


the greateſt Sinners will without Repentance 


inherit the Kingdom of God, provided they 

ave Faith in Chriſt. Again, (for my Bulinefs 
is to direct my Fellow-Creatures to the Strait 
Gate, that are now in the broad way to Hell) 


we are told, that a certain Ruler, (a very un- 


COMMON 
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common Thing for great Men to think a- 


bout) aſked our Saviour, What he muſt do to 


inherit eternal Life? Chriſt ſaid by way of an- 
ſwer, Do not commit Adultery, do mot Kill, 
do not Steal, do not bear Falſe Witneſs, &c &c 
This is a poſitive command from Chriſt, not to 
tranſgreſs the Laws of God, ſome of which 
you find particularly mentioned; and our Sa- 
viour had no Occaſion to go any farther, as we 
are told in holy-writ, J bat he that fende b 
in ene Point is guilty of all,” Here, Reader, 
you hcar from the moſt authentic Authority, 
that Sin will deprive us of eternal Life; let us 
not then give any Credit to human abſurdities 
and miſinterpretations of Scripture, againſt tho 
plain, clear, and rational, divine words. It is 
ſaid in boly-writ, (we allow) that if we would 
be ſaved, we muſt confeſs, the Lord Jeſus with 
our Mouth, and believe in our Hearts that God 
raiſed him from the Dead: But let us attend 
to what follows next ; For with the Heart, Man 
believeth unto Righteouſneſs; and with the 
Mouth, Confeſſion is made unto Salvation. 


Car any Words ſpeak more plainly, that our 


belief in Chriſt will avail nothing, ualeſs it 


Rx gk Righteouſneſs ? that is, unleſs our 


aith makes us Obedient to the Laws of God. 


He has not given us thofe excellent Laws, on- 
ly to admire, (as Mr. B-rr-ge fecm to intimiue 
in his Fragment) but to Practiſe; and when we 


have 
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have kept them to the utmoſt of our Care and 
Power, we ſhall then want a Mediator to inter- 
cede with his Father for us; to overlook our 


deficiencies, as the very beſt of us are unprofita- 
ble Servants, 


ST. John tells us, that God ſo loved the World, 
* that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoe- 
<< ver believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
* everlaſting Life. But note, this Belief to 
make it a Soul-ſaving Belief, muſt bring forth 
the fruits of Righteouſneſs, as will appear plain, 
by what the Apoſtle ſays at verſe, 19. This 
5 75 the Condemnation, that Light is come into the 
 ©* World, and Men love Darkneſs rather than 
«* Light, becauſe their Deeds are evil, or ſinful; ” 
Which ſhews we muſt be accountable for our 
evil Deeds. 


Bo r according to the Solufidean's tenets, a be- 
lever is juſtified before God if he is ever fo great 
a Sinner : And this is done by Chriſt's merits. 
So, in Short, Chriſt (according to the aforeſaid 
notion) came into the Word, lived in it Thirty 
Years or more without Sin, notwithſtanding 
He had the feeling of our Infirmities,” and was 
in all Points tempted as we are, and yet with- 
out Sin; after that, died by choice a painful 
and ignominious Death, to give us a full licence 
to Sin, to break every Law of God, on the 
Terms of believing in him, without Repentance 
or Reformation of Life ; O ſhocking ! what an 
high indignity 1s here oftered to the Almighty, 


and 
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and to his Son Jeſus Chriſt ? St. Paul tells us, 
that Jeſus Chriſt came into the World to ſave 
5 Sinners,” To put us into a State of Salvation. 
But let us hear what the Apoſtle St. Paul ſays 
at the gth and 1 oth verſes of the ſame Chapter: 
Knowing this, (referring to what he had ſaid 


before) that The Law is not made for a righte- 


« ous Man, but for the Lawleſs and Diſobedient, 
for the Ungodly, and for Sinners, for the Unholy 
* and Prophane, for Murderers of Fathers, and 
* Murderers of Mothers, for Manſlayers, far 
* Whoremongers, for them that defile themſelves 
* with Mankind, for Men=ftealers, for Liars, for 
* Perjured Perſons ; and if there be any other 
* Thing that is contrary to ſound Doctrine. — 
John, iii. 16—— 1. of Timothy, i. 15. 


I am now to aſk the Solufideans this ſingle 


Queſtion, viz. Whether Faith in Chriſt will 
ſave the Souls of the above Sinners without 
Reformation and Repentance, If, as the Apoſtle 
aſſures us, the Law is made for the Puniſh- 
ment of all Sinners? Of the Truth of which I 


make no doubt; then it is clear, that Faith with - 


out Repentance will not ſave a Sinner, St. John 
the Baptiſt was ſent before Chriſt, to preach 
Repentance, and to bring forth Fruits meet for 
Repentance, becauſc the Kingdom of Heaven 
was at hand, What are Fruits mcet for Re- 
pentance? A new Life, to live according to 
the Precepts delivered to them by the Baptiſt, 


and 
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and ſoon after by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. Our 
Eleſſed Saviour told the Phariſees, ** He was 


not come to call the Righteous, but Sinners to Re- 


* pentance.” If Chrift had told the Publicans, 
that Fa'th in him would make Repentance un- 
neceflary, the S, q would have had ſome 
Plea for their Doctrine; but now they have no 
Authority for it, throughout the facred Wri- 
tings.; for though Faith ftands often by it ſelf, 
Works are always to be underftood to attend 
it. We are told by our Apoſtle, that Faith is 
Dead, is of no fignification without Works; 
believing and obeying arc inſeparable by the 
New Covenant in Jeſus Chriſt. The Ax is 
uno laid ts the rot of ihe Tree, therefore every 
« Tree that bringeth nat forth good Fruit, is hen 
1ſt into the Fire.—The fearful and 
*© unhelieving, and the Abommable, and Murder- 
< ers, and Il horemongers, and Sorcerers, and I- 
© dolaters, and all Liars, fhall have their portion 
* in the Lake which burneth with Fire and Brim- 
«© ſtone, Which is the ſecand Death.” Rev. xxi. 7.8. 


Tulfs Text, if there were no other to prove 


the S9/rfideans Doctrine falſe, would do it ef- 


ſectually. Again, we arc told, We muſt all 
«© appear before the judgment ſeat of Chrift ; that 
& every one may receive the Things done in his 
&* Body, according to that he hath done, whether 
© if be Good or Bad; II. Cor. v. 10. St. Paul 
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that at the laſt Day, we muſt be anſwerable for 
the good and bad Works done in our Body; 
but he has made no Proviſion for believing Sin- 
ners in any of his Epiſtles. So I hope my Rca- 
ders will take the Word of Chrit and his A- 

oſtles, and not be tempted by the pleaſing 

at laid for them by the Devil's e to 
the eternal ruin of their Souls. 


I would recommend to my Readers, the Pa- 
rable of the Ten Virgins, as al'o that of the Tares 
and the Wheat, which are very inſtructive, as 
all our Saviour's Parables are; being intended 
to inform us, that if we are not prepared for 
Death, or for the Bridegroom's coming, by a 
good Life, we ſhall not be admitted into the 
Bridegroom's chamber, (Heaven,) though we 
are Believers ; for Jeſus Chriſt has told us, that 
thoſe are his Brethren that hear the Word and 
do it. Again, Jeſus ſaid to Peter, *I hat Ser- 
e vant which knoweth his Lord's Mill, and pre- 
ce pared not himſelf, neither did according to his 
«© Mafter's Will, ſhall be beaten with many Stripes” 
By theſe Texts we are to underſtand, that all 
thoſe that do not obey the Precepts of the Goſ- 
pel muſt expect to be puniſhed, as well as the 


Lord's Servant who knew his Maſter's Will 


and did it not. Not the hearers of the Law 
all be juſtified, but the doers; Rom: ii. 13. 
Luke, xi. 47. 
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te bat ſhall we ſay tben? Shall we continue in 
& Sin that Grace may abound ? Gad forbid : T hoſe 
« who are Baptized into Jeſus Chrift, muſt cru- 
* cifv the Old Man, that the Body of Sin might 
« be deſtroʒ ed, that henceforth «ve ſhould not ſerve 
„ Sn. Rom: vi. ch.” Can any Words tell us 
in a clearer manner, that as ſoon as we are ini- 
tiated or baptized into Chriſt, we muſt no lon- 
ger continue in Sin? The Old Man, the Body 
of Sin, that we lived in when Heathens, muſt 
be deſtroyed. You find, St. Paul's Doctrine 
is quite the reverſe of the So/ufideans. Again, 
" He that will lade Life, and ſee good Days, let 
<< him refrain his Tongue from evil, and his Lips 
&* that they ſpeak no guile : Let him eſchew evil, 
* and do good, let bim ſeck Peace and enſue it. 


As this refers to Jjatah, 1.--16, 17. I will lay 
us Words betore my Reader: IWaſh ye, make 
*© you clean, put auuy the evil of your doings from 
e before mine Eves; ceaſe to do evil, learn to do 
*© well; relie de the oppreſſed, judge the fatherleſs, 
*© plead jor the widow,” We have here the ex- 
preſs command of God by his Prophet, to avoid 
Sin and Evil, for his Eyes cannot behold Ini- 
quity : In another Place it is faid, ©* God 7s of 
purer Eves than to behold Iniquity.” The holy 
Pſalmiſt, by God's direction, gives a bleſſing 
to all thoſe tliat are undefiled in the A 
allt in the Lass of the Lord; and to thoſe 
hat keep his Teitimonies, and feek him with 


their 
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their whole Heart; for they that do no wick- 


edneſs walk in his ways. 


Ie theſe Gnoftic Solufideans or Antinomians 
are not Silenced by thoſe that have a power of 
doing it, there will ſoon be an inundation of 
Wickedneſs over our Land, which will conti- 
nue God's judgements upon us by War or ſome 
other great Calamity, We were very Wicked 
before, when the Terrors of the Lord were 
laid before us to reſtrain us from Sin : How 
much more may be expected when a Paſtor of 
our own Church has not only given a Liberty, 
but encouragement to Sin, by affuring his Hear- 
ers, That Faith in Chriſt's Blood will juſtify 
them before God, without obeying any of his 
Laws? For which blaſphemous Podrine he 
quotes ſome obſcure Texts from the holy Scrip- 
tures ; and he attempts to confirm the truth of 
his Doctrine by a Voice from Heaven, ſaying, 
«© Ceaſe from thy un Works.” But as you have 
heard above 1700 Years ago, the Voice of God 
from Heaven by Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
commanding his Creatures to obſerve his Laws, 
on pain of eternal miſery in the World to come ; 
be not deceived by theſe falſe Teachers, but 
be guided by the Oracles of Truth and Reaſon. 
The only mark of Love that God requires of 
us, is to keep his Commandments ; but if any 
Man Sin by ſurpriſe, or through the frailtics 


_ and infirmities of human Nature, without live- 
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ing in a habit of Sin; in this caſe we may have 
the comfortable hopes that our Redeemer Jeſus 
Chriſt will, if we beg it with Faith, be our Ad- 
vocate with his Father: * My /ittle Children, 
II write unto you that ye Sin not: But if any 
&« Man Sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
* Jejus Chi It the righteous, and be is the Propi- 
ce tation for our Sins; not for habitual Sins un- 


repented of, un never confefled to be Sins ; 


5 Epiſt. Jobn, ii. 1, 2. 


Ie a Man that has been an habitual Sinner, 


does not reform his Life for Years before his 


Death, from a confideration that he has offend- 
ed his Creator, and beg pardon of God through 
Chriſt with hacerity of Heart for his paſt offen- 
ces; I will not judge him, but muſt think he is 
not within covenanted Mercy. Where is the 
merit ef forſaking our Sins, when we are dif- 
abled by Sickneſs or Age from ſinning any 
longer? If we can claim any merit at all from 
God fur our good Works, it muſt be by re- 
memb' ing our Creator in our Youth, by cru- 

c tying the luſts of the Fleſh when they are 
frongert, by ſtriving to be holy, becauſe God 
has commanded us to be ſo in the following 
Vorde, © By ve holy, for Tam holy.“ The mean- 
Ing 755 we raul endeavour to the utmoſt of our 


Power to obey the Laws of God ; as we are 
0 1 
4 


nformed from better Auchority than Mr. B--e, 
that without 5171/5 no Man ſhall ſee the Lord: 


And 
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And that God is of purer Eyes than to behold 
Iniquity. The Scripture-contraſt to the Oolufi- 
deans Doctrine cannot be too often repeated, 


to ſhew the abſurdity and falſity of it. 


Now notwithſtanding our beſt endeavours to 


pleaſe God, we cannot be fo free from Sin, as 


not to want a Mediator between God and us, 
to reconcile us to his Father on account of his 
merits ; God, out of his infinite and unbounded 
goodneſs to Mankind, ſent his von into the 
World to take our Nature upon him, who was 
in every Thing like us, except being without 
Sin: And to die for our Sins, that he might be 
an Advocate to God for us; not to give us a 
Licence for Sinning ; but as Chriſt was both 
God and Man he had a feel ng of our infirmi- 


tics and frailties ; and for thoſe only (being con- 


feſſed) I conceive he is our Advocate, not for 


habitual Sinners that do not reform and repent 
in Time. 


How much Time 1s neceflary to take, I do 
not pretend to ſettle ; but as we arc not ſure of 
living an Hour, tho' young and in Health, my 
advice is, ſo to live as our Lamps may want 
but little trimming when the Bridegroom com- 
eth. Let us not forget to adore our Redeemer 
for his unparalleled goodneſs to us, in being ſo 
ready to ſuffer ſo much as he did, that he might 
have an opportunity of doing that good Office 


of 
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of Advocate for us. By the old Covenant God 
required an unfinning Obedience ; by the new 
Covenant made through Chriſt, we are happi- 
ly put into a ſtate of Salvation, on the eaſy con- 
ditions of believing in him and obeying the 
Laws of God, which are not grievous, but are 
intended for the Health of our Souls aud Bo- 
dies. But as it is impoſſible for us in this mor- 
tal Body to live quite without Sin, the Blood of 
Chriſt will waſh off the guilt of our ſecret and 
involuntary Sins on a general Repentance, 


Ws are told by St. Paul, that Chriſt offer'd 
himſelf to God without Spot, to purge our con- 
ſciences from dead Works, that we might ſerve 
the living God. What were thoſe Works that 
would bring Death or Miſery upon us ? They 
were the Sins of the Heathens; and as Chriſt 
who took our Nature upon him was without 
Sin, ſo all thoſe who are baptized into Chriſt 
ſhould endeavour to be without Spot as he was. 


« If any Man keep my ſayings or commandments, 
*© be ſhall never ſee Death.” 


In Scripture Language to live, is to be with 
God in Heaven; and by Death, is meant to be 
ſeparated from God, in a Place of miſery, where 
the Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not quench- 
ed. Here, Reader, take notice, that Faith in 
Chriſt will not keep us from Death or Hell, un- 
leſs we kcep God's commandments or ſayings. 
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* If the Righteous ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved , where 
* hall the ungodly and Sinner appear? Again, 


Not every one that 15 unto me Lord, Lord, 


on enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but he 
*© that doeth the Will of my Father which is in Hea- 
«© ven; Peter, iv. 18. | 


HzRI are two Things obſervable in our Sa- 
viour's Words: That a ſhort Repentance will 
not be accepted of by the Judge of the World; 
the next requiſite for Heaven is to do God's 
Will: Is it not God's Will that we ſhould o- 
bey his Laws? How ſhocking is it then for the 
Gnefticks and Solufideans to tell their Diſciples, 
that the greater Sinners they are, the fitter they 
are to come to Chriſt ? ©* If we Sin wilfully af- 
*< ter we have had the knowledge ef the Truth, 
* there remainetb no more Sacrifice for Sin, but 2 
e certain fearful looking for of Judgement and 
«« fiery indignation, which ſball devour the Ad- 
te verſaries; Heb. x. 26, 27.” St. James tells 
us, *©* That pure and undefiled Religion before 
Gad, is to viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows, and 


4 10 keep ourſelves unſpotted from the World ; 


James, i. 27.” To be wnſpotted, is to be as free 
from Sin as our Saviour Chriſt was, which is 
impoſſible ; fo the Apoſtle's meaning muſt be, 
that we muſt uſe our utmoſt care and endea- 
vour to be free from all known and preſump- 
tuous Sins: We muſt ſtrive, watch and pray, 
that we may be able to refiſt thoſe Sins that do 


moſt 


— _— 


moſt eaſily beſet us. When we have taken this 


method to be without Spot, we may then hope 
for God's mercy, throvgh Faith in Chriſt's me- 
rits, for our ſecret Sins, or ſuch as we may, 
without any fore-thought about them fall into, 
and that we 8 repent of when committed. 


To believe in Jeſus Chriſt as our Redeemer, 
to obey his Laws, and after that, to rely on God's 
mercy, is Goſpel-Truth and our Covenant for 
Heaven. God has alſo been graciouſly pleaſed 
to enter into Covenant with Sinners, that if 
they will leave off their Sins in Time, out of 
love to God and fincere defire to pleaſe him, 
and having Faith in Chriſt and in God's mercy 
as above, they ſhall be ſaved by Chriſt's merits 
and interceſſion for them. Again I ſay be not 
deceived, venture not your Soul upon Mr. B-'s 
and his Brethren's Doctrine, which I have al- 
ready made appear 1s not Scripture Truth ; the 
very Apoſtle trom whom they have brought 
molt of their quotations to prove the Truth of 
it, has, where he ſpeaks cleareſt upon the Sub- 


ject, has told us, that Faith without Obedience 


to God's Laws will not ſave a Sinner. Our righ- 
teouſneſs muſt exceed the righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſces, or we ſhall in no wiſe 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 


Let us confider what our Saviour means, by 
exhorting us to piuck out an oftending r:ght-eye, 


Or 


y 
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or cut off an offending rigbt- hand. Is it not to 
make us underſtand, that we muſt part with 
our moſt beloved Sins; Sins that we are as un- 


willing to part with, as with a right-eye or 


hard; and that it is more profitable for us to do 
ſo, than that our whole Body, loaden with all 
our Sins, ſhould be caſt into Hell ? Are the 
Words above confiſtent with the Solufideans 
Doctrine? They indeed bring Texts of Scrip- 
ture to countenance their Do&izine which I laid 
before my Readers (in page 33) moſt of which 
will be found very myſterious and hard to be 
underſtood ; but we have from the ſame Apo- 
ſtle, from Chriſt, and from the other Apoſtles, 
many plain and clear Texts to demonſtrate they 
carry no ſuch meaning, as they put upon them. 


The Texts in the ſacred Writings moſt favour- 


ing their Doctrine, are in the communion Service 
of our Church e One of them I have taken no- 
tice of already: The other two are, Thr is 


a true ſaying and worthy of all Men to be recei- 
ved, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the World to 


* ſave Sinners; I. Tim. i. 15.” Theſe Words 
are St. Paul's to Timothy. It is allowed, that he 
(Chriſt) came into the World to ſave repenting 
Sinners, but not to encourage us to be Sinners, 
or to ſave Sinners that die in their Sins without 
any repentance. Look back, and you will find 
the Apoſtle has no ſuch meaning as the Si- 
deans contend for. The next Text is from 
St. Jahn, who faith, If any Man Siu, we have 
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* an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chrift the 


* righteous, and he is the Propitiation for ouy 
©« S115.” I know not for what Reaſon the whole 
Verſe was not put in, viz. *© My little Children 
&« [ write unta you that ve Sin not.” Here is an 
expreſs command from God by his Apoſtle, 
not to Sin at all; that is, not to live in a habit 
of any known Sin; but if by ſurpriſe, and the 
frailty of our Nature, we happen to fall into 
Sin: In this caſe, upon fincere repentance, - 
Chriſt may be a Propitiation for our Sins; but 
not for habitual, and. profligate, and unrepent- 
ing Sinners, thqugh. they believe in him. 


Ir is ſaid, ©* He that believeth and is bapt:zed, 
* ſhall be ſaved But be that beheveth not ſhall 
*« be danmed.” The firſt Part of this Text muſt 
not be taken ſtrictly in the literal Senſe, as if a 
bare belief in Chriſt, will fave our Souls: It 
muſt certainly be meant of a belref unto righ- 
teouſneſs, though the Apoftle did not add thoſe 
Words, beca: ſe he has done it in another Place; 
if he had not, we muſt rationally ſuppoſe that 
* Righteouſneſs and Faith are the eſſential quali- 
ce fications for Salvation; I. John, 11. 42.” In the 
laſt Part of that Text, the Apoſtle intended ta 
make us underftand, that Righteouſneſs or O- 
bedience to the precepts of the Goſpel will 
not lave us without a Goſpel-Faith in Chriſt. 


Wx we confer that God drowned the 
Ola 


Old World, (except one righteous Family) and 


burnt two Cities with Fire from Heaven for 
their Wickedneſs; is it poſſible to belicve (if 
we had no information to the contrary) that 
God ſhould ſend his Son into the World, who 
lived here without Sin himſelf, and to ſhed his 
Blood, that we might Sin with impunity, by 
Faith only in his Blood ; by which alone the 
molt profligate Sinners would be juſtified with- 
out any previous repentance before God? This 
appears to me to be the Doctrine of the Su- 


Jideans, for they have not, that I have ſcen, ſaid 


a Word of the neceſſity of a Sinners Reforma- 
tion or Repentance, for obtaining valvation. 


Ox of our Saviour's Apoſtles ſpeaks thus; 
<< What will it profit a Man, my Brethren, tho 
e he ſays be hath Faith, and have not Works ? 
«© Can Faith ſave him? Doft thou not know, vain 
«© Man, that Faith without Works ts Dead ? 
5 Fall Peace with all Men, and Fline(s, with- 
<< out which, no Man ſhall ſee the Lord; James, 
xi. 14, 29, —Heb. xi. 14. 


SER Chriſt's Parable of the Marriage of the 
King's Son : Where it appears, ** That 1e 
*© that were firſt bidden, (the Jews,) mac ich! 


f the gracious invitation, and went fer u 


* to their worldly Buſineſs, Sc. Sc. Upon u 
e refuſal, the King fent his Scrvants milo . 


<* Eighways and gathered together as many as they 
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& an Advocate with the Father, Peſus Chrift the 


* righteous, and be is the Propitiation for our 
*« Sins.” I knuw not for what Reaſon the whole 
Verſe was not put in, viz. ** My little Children 
&« [ write unta you that ye Sin not.” Here is an 
expreſs command from God by his Apoſtle, 
not to Sin at all; that is, not to live in a habit 
of any known Sin; but if by ſurpriſe, and the 
frailty of our Natuze, we happen to fall into 
Sin : In this caſe, upon fincere repentance, - 
Chriſt may be a Propitiatron for our Sins; but 
not for habitual, and-profligate, and unrepent- 
ing Sinners, though they belicve in him. 


Ir is faid, © He that beſieveth and is baptized, 
* ſhall be javed + But he that behieveth not ſhall 
*© be damned.“ The firſt Part of this Text muſt 


not be taken ſtrictly in the literal Senſe, as if a 
bare belief in Chriſt, will fave our Souls: It 


muſt certainly be meant of a belief unto righ- 
teouſneſs, though the Apoſtle did not. add thoſe 
Words, beca: ſe he has done it in another Place; 
if he had not, we muſt rationally ſuppoſe that 
* Righteouſneſs and Faith are the eſſential quali- 
* fications for Salvation; I. John, 11. 42.” In the 
laſt Part of that Text, the Apoſtle intended to 
make us underftand, that Righteouſneſs or O- 
bedience to the precepts of the Goſpel will 


not lave us without a Goſpel-Faith in Chriſt. 


Wu x we confider that God drowned the 
Old 
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Old World, (except one righteous Family) and 
burnt two Cities with Fire from Heaven for 
their Wickedneſs; is it poſſible to belicve (if 
we had no information to the contrary) that 
God ſhould ſend his Son into the World, who 
lived here without Sin himſclf, and to ſhed his 
Plood, that we might Sin with impunity, by 
Faith only in his Blood ; by which alone the 
molt profligate Sinners would be juſtified with- 
out any previous repentance before God? This 
appears to me to be the Doctrine of the S/u- 
Jideans, for they have not, that I have ſcen, ſaid 
a Word of the neceſſity of a Sinners Reforma- 
tion or Repentance, for obtaining Salvation. 


Ox of our Saviour's Apoſtles ſpeaks thus; 
<© What will it profit a Man, my Brethren, tho 
e he ſays be hath Faith, and have not Works ? 
«© Can Faith ſave him? Doff thou not knew, vain 
«© Man, that Faith without Works is Dead ? 
5 Follow Peace with all Men, and Foline(s, with- 
<< out which, no Man ſhall ſee the Lord; James, 
. 1.4422. Heb. xii. 14. 


SEE Chriſt's Parable of the Marriage of the 
King's Son: Where it appears, That tsſe 
*© that were firſt bidden, (the Jews,) made light 
f the gracious invitation, and went tir u 
to their worldly Buſineſs, Sc. Ec. Upon hich 

e refuſal, the King ſent his Scycants ini tf 
<* Eighways and gathered together as many as thy 
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* found, both bad and good, and the Wedding was 
* furniſhed with Guefts; and when the King 
came in, he ſaw there a Man who had not en a 
* Wedding-Garment, and he ſaid unto him, Friend 
* how cameſt thou in hither, not having a Wed- 
ce ding-Garment ? And he was ſpeechleſs. Then 


© ſaid the King to his Servants, bind him Hand 


* and Foot, and take him away, and caſt him into 
© outer darkneſs: There ſhall be weeping and 
* gnaſbing of teeth, for many are called but few 
* choſen ; Matt. xxii ch.“ 


Tut moral of the Parable above I take to 
be this : The Jews were firſt invited to receive 
the Goſpel of Chriſt ; on their rejecting it, the 
Gentiles were invited to receive it, and readily 


accepted the offer ; and by the Perſon's Fate 


that came to the Wedding, not having on a 
Wedding-Garment, we are to underſtand that 


he was a Sinner, and otherwiſe unqualified for 


the Kingdom of Heaven; and that no unre- 
penting Sinner will be received by Chriſt, tho 
they believe in him, if they do not obey his 
Laws ; by many being called, and few choſen, 
we are to underſtand, that though the Goſpel, 


as we are to conclude, has been preached to all 


the World, becauſe Chriſt commanded it ſhould 
be ſo; that there will be but few, out of the 
many that are called, cboſen ; the Reaſon of it 
is, they do not ſtrive, according to our Saviour's 
advice, to get in at the Strait Gate that leads to 


Life; 


J 


Life; they are either no believers, or believers 


without Works; our Apoſtle tells us from God, 
that The Mages »f Sim is Death,” 


I perſwade myſelf I have given a ſufficient 
number of Texts from the holy Scriptures to 
convince every Reader, that unleſs an habitual 
Sinner do in Time ceaſc from Sinning, and hath 
ö a clean Heart and contrite Spirit he will not be 
| Juſtified before God, by his Faith in-Chritt's 
n Blood: For that Faith, as I can conceive, is 
| what muſt give thoſe Perſons, a title to God's 
mercy, who have all their Lives endeavoured 
to ſerve and pleafe God ; becauſe after our beſt 
endeavours we ſhall have Sins enough upon us 
to want mercy from that God, through Faith in 
his Son's Blood, who has declared, that he is 
of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity ; and 
that without holineſs no Man ſhall appear in 
his Sight. Conſider well of theſe Things, that 
you may not be deceived with a Doctrine that 
does indeed indulge you with all the Pleaſures 
of this World, but which will carry you into the 
eternal miſeries of the World to come, if not 
in Time repented of. 


I have now done with the Reverend Mr. 
B--rr--ge, and ſhall next take notice of Mr. 
E--ll--t's and Mr. H--v--v's ſentiments, as I 
found them in the late Dean of Lincoln's Let- 
ter, to thoſe Gentlemen, and other Methodi/ts 


kd we T7 — * 


2 
(as 


_ » - —— "IE 
— — ee 4 


$4 ESSAY, I. 


(as he calls them.) The firſt ſays, ** The Blood 
« of Chrift is that which will cleanſe us from all 
&« Sn, and this is done only. through believing the 
*« Word which God has ſpoken concerning it 
«< Therefore theſe Promiſes of the forgiveneſs of 
e Sin, are not through the perſonal obedience of 
« Chriſt, but through the obedience of N which 
& 75: imputed ts us if we believe in bis . 


me. 
Ms. H--v--y tells us, ©* From the Blood of the 
« ſprinkling, the moſt defiled Tranſgreſſors will 
&. become fair as the faireſs Wool, nay whiter than 
Virgin Snow.” You may remember, that 
obn the Baptiſt was ſent before Chriſt to the 
es, to prepare the way of the Lord, and to 
make his Paths ſtrait, by Ay eaching, and by 

his ſtrict and holy. Life. What did. this g 
Man preach? We are told, by his Mafter's 
command, he preached the neceſſity of cheir 
repenting and reforming their Lives, becauſe 
the Kingdom of God was at hand. Jabn, iii. 


To keep from Sinning, and to repent if we 
do Sin, I have already made appear to be the 


Doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. Sure I am, 
theſe Gentlemen, muſt have ſome diſorder up- 


on them, or they would not encourage Men 


to be profligate Sinners, by affuring them, 


bat Faith in Chiif?'s Blood, will.-make them as 


<« white as Snow, if they die in their Sins with- 
out repentance or reformation.“ I muſt repeat 


again 
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ain, what I have faid before, that I have not 
ſoo learned Chriſt. If this Doctrine is imbibed 
or believed, as it is likely to be, becauſe it is 4 
very pleaſing one, the World will in all re- 
ſpeRs be ſo wicked that there will be no livin 
in it, when all reſtraint from Vice is taken off. 
Sce I. Cor. vi. 9, 10. which are the Texts 1 
built my Eſſays upon. I am as much for the 
neceſſity of Faith in Chrift, &c. for Salvation, 
as theſe Gentlemen, but then it muſt be con- 
nected with Works; I mean our beſt obedience 
to the precepts of Chriſt : For he could not 
give us his Laws only to admire, as it is expreſ- 

Fd by one of them. 


_. Havins ſeen in the Gentleman's Magazine 
for the Month of be e or October, 17613 
| Part of a Controverſy between Crito and Poly- 
Fut; who affures Cy:to though he is not of his 
Opinion, he is no Methodi?. I ſhall give my 
Readers his own Words. They the (Mctho+« 
e difts as Polyglot calls them, direct their fol- 
* lower's to work firſt, m order to obtain, Faith, 
and afterwards to obtain holineſs. towards per- 
c ſonal Perfection.“ If this is the true Doctrine 
of the Meth»dists, I am forry Poiyglot has not 
imbibed it, as a much ſafer Doctrine for the 
Salvation of the Soul than that of Faith without * 
Works, by which expreſſion and what he has | 
ſaid more of the matter that may be ſeen in the 
Magazine aforeſaid, I muſt pronounce him 2 


Solufidean : 
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Solufidean : For St. Paul tells us, Faith precede 
Works, & that Faith without Works is dead, fo 
that in order to be juſtified before God, we muſt 
have Faith in Chriſt and our good Works muſt 
attend that Faith ; for St. Pau} in another Place 
ſays, that with the Heart,, Man believeth unto 
Righteouſneſs ; you ſee that we muſt join Righ- 
teouſneſs with Faith, but we muſt not boaſt of 
it and think that will fave us, for by God's 

Grace we are ſaved through Faith in Chriſt's 
Blood and merits, &c. &c. (See St. James.) 


have made a little Digreſſion; but to return 
to Pol\glot again, to let my Reader know ſome 
more of his notions. He agrees with the Me- 
thodists, that a Man is juſtified by Faith, with- 
out the deeds of the Law: That God imputes 
righteouſneſs without Works ; by being g juſtifi- 
ed by Faith, he (Polyg/ot) means, Fach 15 what 
he believes and truſts in for juſtification. Again, 
this Author ſays, ©* The Apoſtolic Faith is, 
Faith in Chriſt's Blood, as alone ſufficient for 
< the juſtification of the ungodly; ; bur the Life 
of Jeſus, which was ſet at nought by all 


25 ſorts of Men, was the only one that God ap- 


roved of, and on the account of which, he 


8 Juſtifics the ungodly, and faves the loſt. 


Tuts Sclufidean Author allows that a Virtu- 


__ ous Man will be rewarded, as being an Object 


of reward, but. not of mercy ; for mercy be- 


longs, 
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longs, or extends only to the guilty and miſe- i! 
rable; by which I underſtand, that the greateſt il 
of Sinners are to find mercy from God, through 
Faith in Chriſt's Blood. | 


Is Polyglat had added, upon R-pentance and 
Reformation, it had been according to Goſpel- 
Covenant, made by God, to Man in Chritt : 
; But now that Gentleman ſpeaks without his 
| Book. Does not our Saviour aſſures us he did 
not come to call the Rightcous but Sinners to 
Repentance? Again, did not Chriſt ſay to the 
Jews upon ſome occaſion ; ©* Except ye repent, 
& ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh.” But note, one of 
theſe Gentlemen thinks Repentance unncceſſa- 
ry for the moſt profligate Sinner. 


Now ſuppoſing, but not admitting, that the 
moſt profligate Sinner will find mercy with 
God, through Faith in Chriſt's Blood, without 
any Repentance ; I would afk theſe Gentlemen 
how they intend to diſpoſe of thoſe Sinners, 
when they have their Pardon ? Are they to be 
amongſt the Virtuous and Righteous, that Poly- 
glot acknowledges will be rewarded by God? 
The boly Scriptures tells us, The WVicked Ha 
&« be turned into Hell, & all ſuch as forget God.” 
Does 5 this Text deſtroy the aforclaid Doc- 

trine. | 


Some Years ago I ſaw an anonymous Pum- 


I let, 
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pblet, intiled, Heaven open to all Men; wich is 


Goſpel-Truth: But when I came to view the 
infide, the cloven-foot ſoon appeared to me ; for 
as well as I can remember, that Author's Doc- 
trine was the ſame with the preſent Solufideans 
or Anti nomians; he ſent all Men to Heaven: 
The Wicked as well as the Righteous and Vir- 
tuous, he allowed of no Hell, but for the O 
Serpent. Enough of this: Nor is it neceſſary 
for me to add any Thing more, to ſhew the 
falſity of the Reverend Gentleman's Doctrine; 
ſo I ſhall only deſire my Readers to take notice 
that the Texts brought by the Se/ufideans from 
St. Paul's Epiſtles, are what his Brother Apo- 
ſtle calls mvy/Zerious, and hard to be under- 
ſtood, and to interpret them as they do, is to 
deny the effential Holineſs and purity of the 


Divine Being; to make the good Apoſtle Who 
ſpake by the Spirit of God, deny that to be 


Truth, which he had ſo often aſſerted in the 
ſtrongeſt Terms, to be Truth, as I have made 
appear from his own Words. 


Tre late learned Dr. Taylor, a difſenting 
Miniſter, in his Diſceurſe about Juſtification, 
ſays that The confideration of God's juſtify- 
ing Righteouſneſs. ſhould quicken us in our 
* Duty and Obedience to God's Laws, and not 


* enervate our endeavours after practical Piety; 
© ſhould make us ſtrive to be more ſtrict, ho- 


* ly, and obedient Servants in our Lives. 
Is 
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Ir the Solufidean Preachers would tell their 
Diſciples, that they muſt obey the Laws of God, 
if they would be faved; and when they have 
done fo to the utmoſt of their Power, they muſt 
not depend on their own Righteouſneſs for 
Salvation, but on the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
and Faith in his Blood: It would be true Scrip- 
ture-Doctrine. Where St. Paul tells us, By 
* Grace we are ſaved, and not by Works,” He 
gives the Reaſon, *©* Le/# we ſbould boaſt ;” that 
is, leſt we ſhould think that our Righteouſneſs 
will fave us; which miſtake might prove of 
dangerous Conſequence to our Souls; ſo the 
Apolile has cleared it up, and made us to un- 
derſtand, that Faith in Chriſt's merits, muſt be 


Joined with our own Righteouſneſs, which will 


by God's Grace ſave us; For eternal Life is 
*© the Gift of God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” 


Ler us my Pretheren, ſtrive to ceaſe from 
Sin, but not ceaſe from obeying the Laws of 
Chriſt. The Chriſtian Religion gives abund- 
ant Conſolation to the Reforming and Repent- 
ing Sinner; but the denunciations againſt im- 
penitents, Chriſt and St. Paul aſſures us, are not 
only the loſs of Heaven, but to be caft into 


Hell, where the Worm dieth not, and the Fire 


is not quenched. Be not deceived, &c. 


As my Eſſays had their riſe from that indifa- 
tigable, aſſiquous Labourer in Chriſt's Vine- 


I 2 Yard £ 


A\ 


60 Supplement to 


Yard, St Paul, I ſhall cloſe this in his Words, 

and I hope with equal ardor and fincerity : 

Nou, my Brethren, I pray that the God of 
12 Peace, that brought again from the Dead our 
& Lord eſt us Chriſt, that great Shepherd of the 
** Sheep; through the Blood of the everlaſting Co- 
* venant, may make you perfect in every good 
, to do his Will, working in you that which 
76 well-pleaſing in his Gebe, through Jeſus 
Cbriſt, to whom be Glory for ever and ever. 
« Amen. HEBREWS, Xiu. ch. 20, 21. verſes. 


CITIFEMCEITICNES 
SUPPLEMENT 


T O MY SECOND 


E » & A v. 


>2*X& I N C E I Publiſhed the firſt Edition 
588 of my Legacy to the Mord, 1 have ſeen 
1 58 a ſecond Letter of the Reverend Mr. 
B--rr--ge's, intitled, Juſtification by Faith alone, 
with a Preface to it, not made by himſelf, but 
as I preſume by his N. ottinghamſhire Friend, to 
whom his Fragment of Religious Truths was di- 
rected, in which was that ſhocking Advice that 
he gave, (as he ſays himſelt,) which you 2 
een 
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ſeen Reader, in my ſecond Ef), (Page 30.) 
To make the Hiſtory of this Affair as thort as 
poſſible, Mr. B--rr--ge's Letter miſcarricd, and 
happened to fall into an Enemy's Hands that 
expoſed it, and then had it Printed, and after 
that it was returned to the Gentleman to whom 
it was directed; this is what the Gentleman 
the Author of the Preface to Mr. B--rr--ge's 
Letter has given his Readers an Account of. . 
By the Preface-Writer's account, I find he had 
a permiſſion from Mr. B--rr--ge to Print the 
Letter to which his Preface is annexed ; whe- 
ther this Printed Letter was Part of the Frag- 
ment of Religious Truths I cannot be certain, but 
have great Reaſon to believe it was, and that 
Mr. B--1 r--ge by the advice of his Nett:ngham- 
ſhire Friend left out that Part, being the Advice 
to his Flock, which I have taken Notice of in 
my ſecond Efſay. This anonymous Pretace-Wri- 
ter has taken the Liberty to make great, and I 
think unjuſt reflections on the Miniſters of our 
Church, but I have not Time ſo much as to 
mention them, 


I muſt addreſs myſelf to the Reverend Au- 
thor of the Letter intit!ed, Tu/tification * by Faith 


alone ; 


The Reader may obſerve that the Author has made Uſe 
of the ambiguous Word Fuftification, as a ſubterfuge or Fence 
in caſe of any Attack ſhould be made upon him by the Ortho- 
dox, for his unſcriptural Doctrine, for his meaning is Sa/warion 
by Faith alone; Academicus in his Letter to Mr, B--rr--cc, call- 


8 ** 


it Buſk-fighting, like the Indians. Y 
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alone; as Juſtification Sir will admit of more 

'than one Senſe, I think it proper to tell you 
that I take your meaning of the Word to be 
Salvation by Faith alane; where do you find the 
Word alone in the ſacred Writings affixed 
to the Word Faith, for until you point out the 
Place to me, from Divine Authority, I can give 
no Credit to human Authority when both Scrip- 


ture and Reaſon forbid me doing it, of which 


I will give you a proof from Scripture, Saint 
Mark, ii. 28. He that believeth and is baptized 
Hall be ſaved, &c. &“ Ido not bring this Text 
as a Work in the baptized Perfon, but as a Di- 
vine Inſtitution of God's neceſſary for our Sal- 
vation and muſt attend Faith, ſo you ſee Sir 
that Faith is not ſufficient alone ; this is only to 
anſwer your Title Page: I have ſufficiently 
proved in my ſecond Eſjay on this Subject, that 
obedience to God's Laws is equally required of 
us by God as Faith in Chriſt, for we muſt ſtrive 
to be as Righteous as human Nature is capable 
of, but not of it or think that we merit 
Salvation by our own Righteouſneſs, being told 
by the Apoſtle St Paul, That in God's fight it 
2s as filthy rags; and that when we have done 
our beſt, we have done only our Duty and are 


unprofitable Servants, afid muſt folely rely on 
A 


the 


$ St. Mark, i. ch. 4. v. © John did Baptize in the Wilder- 
* neſs, and preached the Baptiſm of Repentance, for the remiſfion 


« of Sins.” You fee by this Text, that Repentance is neceſſa- 
TIN the forgiveneſs of Sins, 


( 
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the merits of Chriſt and his interceſſion for eter- 
nal Life, for we are told, The Gift of Gad is 
* eternal Life through Jeſus Chrift our Lord, 
* And Grace we are ſaved, and not by our own 
* cood Works.” 


As IT omitted without intention, laying before 
my Readers in my Legacy to the World, all St. 
James's Texts, to prove the neceſfity of Works 
as well as of Faith, I will now lay them all be- 
fore Mr. B--rr--ge, St. James tells us ch. i. 22, 
© Be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only, 
* deceiving your own ſelves.— ch. ii. 14. What 
** doth it profit my Brethren, though a Man ſay 
© he hath Faith, and have not Works? Can Faith 
| © ſave him -verſe, 17. Even ſo Faith, if it hath 
* not Works is dead, being alone.-—-18, Yea a 
* Man may ſay, thou haft Faith & I have Works. 
* /hew me thy Faith without Works, and I will 
* ſheu thee my Faith by my Works. —V. 20. But 
& wilt thou know O vain Man that Faith without 
orks is dead. V. 22. Seeſe thou how Faith 
e wrought with his Works, and by Works was 
Faith made perfeft ?—V. 24. Ye ſee then bow 
* that by Works a Man is juſtified, and net by 
* Faith only,-—V, 26. For as the Body without 
de the Spirit is dead, ſo Faith without Works is 
e dead alſo,” — 


Ir you Sir are not convinced of the neceſſity 
of Works, by theſe Texts, and thoſe in my. ſe- 


cond 
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cond Eſſay, J muſt leave you to your own opi- 


nion, and proceed to examine the Hiſtory of 
your Life, where you have condemned your- 
ſelf, which erroneous Opinion you found to be 
the Occaſion of your not bringing one Soul to 
Chriſt in ſix Years Time, no marvel Sir that 
you did not, when you preached to them in a 
Language they did not underſtand, as by your 
own Confeſſion you preached to them of being 
born again, and Regeneration, and Sanctifica- 
tion; if you had preached to them in the plain 
manner that St. Paul St. Peter, and St. James 
did, you would have given them a Conviction 
of Conſcience, it is the Terrors of the Lord in 
Words they underſtand, that perſuade Men to 

believe. 5 


Beſides this Sir, you ſay you preached to your 
Flock Salvation, partly by Faith and partly by 
Works ; who ever preached ſo, except Mr. 
| B--rr<-ge? The ſacred Writings give no ſuch 
direction, nor do I remember that any Mini- 
ſter of our Church ever preached in that man- 
ner, and as you charge them with ſuch unſcrip- 
tural Doctrine, you ſhould have pointed out 
the Place where it was to be found ; you con- 
feſs yourſelf Sir, that before God had opened 
your Eyes by a Voice from Heaven as you ſay, 
that you had reliance upon your own good 
Works for Salvation, how came you to have 
ſuch a Thought? When the holy Scriptures the 
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Oraclés of Truth, tells us we muſt work as a 
duty injoined us.by God, by we muſt neither 
boaſt of our good Works as the Phariſee in the 
Goſpel did, nor rely upon the merits.-of them 
for the ſaving of our Souls, bit only on the me- 
rits of Chriſt; does not God tell us by his A- 
poſtle that. when we have done our beſt we are 
vnprofitable Servants : and that we are to be ſa- 
ved only by God's Grace through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord? by which Words are meant, that we 
are to be ſaved by Chriſt's merits and righte- 
ouneſs and by God's merciful goodneſs to us. 
Does it not now, Sir, from the ſacred Writings 
appear, that Chriſt is our whole Saviour, and 
not half a Saviour as you are pleaſed to ſay the 
Miniſters of our Church make him, but this is 
not the only Title given him by God, for He 
is ſtiled our Redecmer, Mediator, Advocate, 
and Interceſſor with his Father for us; and 
though He is now in Heaven at the Right- 
Hand of God His Father, He has promiſed if 
we apply to Him by Prayer for it, to be our 
Mediator and Advocate with God for the par- 
don of our Sins when truly rep-nted of and 
forſaken ; but I find, Sir, by what you have 
ſaid, you preached to your Flock, in your firſt. 
Letter to your Nottinghamſhire Friend, intitled 
A Fragment of Religious Truths, that you conti- 
nue ſtill, in what I call the Solufidean Doctrine, 
that Faith alone in Chriſt is ſufficien: for the ſa- 
ving of our, Souls ; by telling your Flock that 
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the more profligate Sinners they were, the bet- 
. ter, and bidding them fall here, rather than 
fall into Hell. Good God ! what a horrid Doc- 
þ trine is this, for a Miniſter of Chriſt's Church 
to teach, that we muſt be Sinners to get to 
Heaven? It is true indeed that none but Jeſus 
it Chriſt can be without Sin, but we are obliged 
0 by the Precepts of the Gofpel to ſtrive to be ſo, 
| as far as it is in our Power; it you had follow- 
| ed St. John, Sir, you would have ſaid to your 
N Flock what St. Jahn ſaid to his, “ My little 
1 Children, I write unto you that ye Sin not, Sc“ 
and St Paul allo after laying a long Catalogue 
of Sins before his Flock, told them, that they 
[1 that are guilty of any of thoſe Sins that they 
if ſhould not inherit the Kingdom of God, and 
i this denunc'ation he repeats with great carneſt- 
neſs in another Place, (I. Cor. vi.) and the 
fame Apoſtle ſays alfo, that he that is Chriſt's, 
(that is a fincere believer-in Chriſt) muſt cruci- 
ty the Fleſh with the Aﬀections and Luſts. 
"Theſe infpired Writers you reject, when they 
ſpeak plain Truth, and make uſe of them 
when they are fo myſterious, that you make 
the meaning juſt what ſuit your purpofe, want- 
ing futticienc Proofs to bring over your Diſci- 
ples to your own and Fraternity's Tenets; you 
have recourſe to a Voice from Heaven, that 
faid che following Words to you,“ Ceaſe from 
ity cr “: I dare not ſay it was a Dream 


; 


at I hold diſcorer myſelf to be incredu- MF 


lous, 
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lous, in regard to the reality of the Voice that 
repeated two Verſes of holy-/I/rit * to me as] lay 
on my Bed about two Years ago; ſome unluc- 
ky Event at that Time had cauſed great per- 
turbation and diforder in my Mind, which 
made me apply to God by Prayer to remove 


it, and after hearing of this Voice, my Mind 


was perſe&'y quiet & eaſy ; fo that I have ſtill 
great Reaſon to believe it was a real Voice, (for 
God has been ſo good on other Occaſions to 
ſhew his marvelous loving kindnefs to me) but 
ſuppoſing it was a real Voice, it mutt be inten- 
ded perſonally to yourſelf, by the manner of 
expreſſing it, own works, and not to any other 
Miniſter of Chriſt's Goſpel. If it was Sir, any 
Angel's Voice from Heaven that ſpake to you, 

it muſt be for a Reaſon of a much higher im- 


portance than that of preaching Salvation part- 


ly by Faith and partly by Works, for had you 
[ef out the Word partly, (a Word of your OWN 
coining) and only preached to your Flock as 
St. Paul did himſelf, and ordered his Subſtitutes 
to do to the G ces, and alſo to the Jews, “ Re- 


& Hentance towards God, and Faith towards our 
Lord feſus Chriſt, Ads xx. 21, 25 You 


had then preached Goſpel-Truth ; therefore ! 


have great Reaſon to think, that the Voice 
meant, when it ſaid to you Ceaſe from your 07 
Works, that you ſhould ccaſe from preaching to 
your Flock that they muſt be Sinners to go to 


Heaven: I hope you will take it ſo. You ſay 
f K. 2 | Sir, 
* II Cor. X11. Q. 6 . Cor. No 1 Jo 
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Sir, that we are all under the Curſe, and quote 
the following Text in the Old Teſtament, 
*© Curſed is every one that continueth not in all the 


*© Things that are written in the Book of the Lau, 


59 


to do them. Gal. iii. 10, 13.” I allow of the 
Curſe in the Old Law, but it was aboliſhed af- 
ter the appearance of Jeſus Chriſt in the World, 

as appears by the following Texts. Gal. iii. 13. 
* Chrift hath redeemed us from the curſe ¶ the 
Lato, being made a curſe for us : for it is un 115 
ten, Curſed is every one that hangeth on a Tree. 

I will rake this Opportunity Sir, of laying ano- 
ther Curſe before you, pronounced by St. Paul 
to the Galatians; ch. i. 8, 9, verſes, “ But tho 
ve, or an Angel from Heaven, preach any o- 
< ther Goſpel unto you, than that which we have 
© pregched unto you; let him be accurſed. — As we 

e ſaid-beforc, 10 Jay I now again. If and Man 
&« breach any other Gojpel unto you, lan bat ye 
& have recci vell, let him be accnrſed.” Theſe 
"Texts Sir, I. leave to you, and your Bretiir.ns 


Coniſiderations. 


a 


Ir I had not ſeen Sir, the wicked Advice 
you gave to your Flock, I ſhould hive thovght 
you a good Chriſtian, from the ac: onnt you 
give of yourſelf in the Hihory of vont Lite, 
notwii Band. ng the difference of O;inons ba- 
tween us, by ſome Pions and Chir'ſtian expret- 
fions that I tak notice of ia your fecond Letter; 
but as what you have laid in your ment of 


> _ 


regt 
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religious Tr ths, has been made public to ſome 
Part oi th» World, you will never be thought 
a true believe. in Chriſt, until you publickly 
acknowledge your Error in the Doctrine you 
taught your Flock, and the beſt apology you 
can make for it, is that you was not ſan mentis 
at that Time and that it has now pleaſed God 
to make you ſenſible that you afted contrary to 
his Mill; but if you ſhould continue till to 
think it right .to go on in. teaching the ſame 
Doctrine, the beſt way then is to continue ſi- 
lent. 


wish Sir, you. had given your Readers (to 

ake amends for your rejecting legal Righte- 
ouſneſs) a ſketch of that Righteouſneſs, that 
Faith in Chriſt nuiſt produce (as the Rev. Mr. 
Romain has done in his Diſcourſe of the Life of 
Faith,) which would. have better reconciled 
ſome of your Readers to you. But I muſt now 
go on Sir, with. your, Letter, in which you 
quote two Texts from the-facred-Writings, I 
preſume. with intention to prove the Truth of 
your Doctrine, but unhappily for you, a mif- 
application is made of them, for they prove the 
very contraſt of what you contend for, and ab- 
ſolutely deftroy the fundamentals of it, and 
make you: inconfiſtent with yourſelf, as by 
theſe Texts, you make Repentance neceſſary 
for Salvation; that another Time you ſay we 
are juſtified or ſaved (as I ſuppoſe your mean- 
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ing is) by Faith alone; both the Texts are our 
Saviour's own Worde, MATT. ix. 13. ©* am 
not come to call the Righteous, but Sinners to 
*© Repentance.” I have ſaid enough above to 

rove this Text brought with great impropriety 
by a Solufidean, whoſe tenct is, that good 
Works or Repentance are not nec«fla.:y, only 
Faith in Chr'ſt's Merits and Blood. The ſe- 
cond Text is as follows, “(Come unto me all ye 
<< that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 

5 you reſt; MT r. xi. 28.” In this laſt Text, 
the Saviour of the World was graciouſly and. 
mercifully pleaſed to invite under the Figure 
of ſuch that labour and are heavy laden with 
their Sins, meaning only repenting Sinners to 
come to him, and he will give them reſt ; this 
was joyful News indeed to thoſe that had a tor- 
menting remorſe of Conſcience upon them, for 
their neglect of Duty in not obeying the Laws 
of God, for to ſuch as theſe, He declared him- 
felf to be a Mediator and Advocate with God 
the Father for them. 


I think it now evidently appears, Sir, the 
Text that you bave unguardedly brought in 
Defence of your Doctrine, have demonſtrated 
the falſity of it, and that without a fincere 
Repentance, and Works meet for Repentance, 
our Faith in Chriſt's Merits, Blood, and Righ- 
teo1ſnefs, will not ſave us without our beſt O- 
bedience to God's Laws; and further to con- 
firm this, I will give you a Text I have not 


- quoted 
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quoted before, of St. Paul's to the Hebreus, ch. 
v. verſe, 9. And be (Chriſt) being made per- 
s fect, is become the Autbor of eternal Salvation, 
* unto all them that obey him.” You ſee by this 


Text, that Obedience is required for Salvation, 


together with Faith in Chriſt. 


I ſhall add no more, but to tell you what 1 


do approve of in your Letter, your Prayer, 
which I hope you will offer up to God twice a 
Day, till the Eyes of your underſtanding are 
better opened than now, for I preſ me the 
Voice from Heaven did not come to you for 
the purpoſe you ſeem to think it did, but to 


put a ſtop to the aſtoniſh ng Advice you gave 


to your Flock, and not to forbid you preaching 
Faith and Works to them, and that you may 


have longer Prayers to God to ſet you right in 


the performance of his Will, I have. here ſent 
you two, that I make uſe of myſelf, daily that 
I may be ri htly informed of my Duty to God, 
if I do not know it already. 


N. 


0 God for as much as without thee, we are not able 
to pleaſe thee, mercifully grant that thy holy Spirit 


may in all Things direct and rule our Hearts, through 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


A 


* 6 Dr 
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* * 


A PRAYER for a ſaving AIT H. 


Bleſjed Lord w»hom without "Faith it is impoſſible 
to pleaſe, let thy Spirit I beſeech thee, work in me 
ſuch a Faith as may be acceptable in thy Sight, even 
ſuch as worketh by Love: O let me not. refi in a dead 
ineſfedtual Faith, but grant that it may be” /iich as may 
Jhew itſelf by my Works, that it may be thet TiHorious 
Faith which may enable me to overcome the Werld, and 
conform me to the Image of that Christ, on whom I be- 
lieve, that ſo at the lat I may receive the end of my 
Faith, even the Salvation of my Sou, Ly the ſame Jeſus 
Chriſt. Amen, Amen, Amen. 
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SF R# Y Days being lengthened beyond 
* my expectations, and would have 
% M been ſo beyond my wiſhes too, if 
my good God had not been pleaſed 
to continue tome that moderate ſhare of under- 
ſtanding he was fo gracious as to beſtow on me 
at my mature Years; for this Bleſſing, J am in 
gratitude obliged to employ the little Time I 
may be allowed longer in this World, for the 
Honor and Glory of my Creator and Redeem- 


er, and for the Preſent and future Happineſs of 


my Fellow-Creatures ; for this Reaſon, I muſt 
not loſe ſight of my tt/e-page, but proceed on 
in my attempts To promote the Prattiſe of all 
Chriſtian Duties; and no Time can be more 
ſeaſonable for it, than this preſent ; when, as 
you have juſt now heard, a reverend Paſtor o. 
our Church has attempted to ſet aſide an eſſen- 
tial Part of Chriſtiany, Obedience to any of the 


Laws. of God; and about the ſame Time, ano- 


ther reverend Gentleman publithed a Work 
L | under 
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under the fictitious Name of Tri/tram Shandy, 


adapted to the Taſte of the Age, but quite fo- 
reign to the Buſineſs of his Function, and too 
titling for a Miniſter of Chriſt's to employ his 
Thoughts about, and too much debating the 
dignity of his divine Commiſſion ; but no more, 
except repeating our bleſſed Saviour's Words 


on the like Occaſion, St Luke, ch. xvi. 8 verſe, 


„For the Children of this World, are in their Ge- 
e neratin, wiſer than the Clild) en of Light. ” 


I have no intention as God the ſearcher of 
Hearts well knows, to bring into contempt the 


Miniſters of the Holy Jefus, but to keep them 
from doing any Thing below the dignity of 
their ſacred Function, as I firmly believe it to 


be a divine Inſtitution, given by Chriſt to his 
Apoſtles and Diſciples, and by them transferr'd 
over to all ſuch as ſhall defire to accept and be 
worthy of it, to the End of the World; and to 
encourage Men to prepare themſelves and en- 
ter into his divine Commiſſion, and be ſtrictl 

exemplary in their Lives, and faithful and aff- 
duous in their Maſter's Service; he (Chriſt) has 


promiſed them a double Reward, a reaſonable 


Maintenance here, and what is moſt of all to 
be valued, a Crown of Glory hereafter in Hea- 


ven. 


Ou Saviour jeſus Chriſt has told us in Be- 


{.-writ, ** That thje that ſerve at the Altar, ſball 
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er five by the Altar,” but this Command of his 


ſeem to be little regarded, there being 
ſome thouſands of Curates within his Majeſty's 
Dominions, that have the Care of Pariſhes tor 
ſo ſmall a Sum as 10, 20, & 3o Pounds a Year; 
the Cauſe for there being ſo many I ſhall leave 


my Readers to find out, and proceed to lay be- 


fore them, the Commiilion given by Chriſt to 
his eleven Apoſtles and Diſciples the Day he 


aſcended up into Heaven, which was this, (af- 


ter he had told them; all Power is given unto 
me in Heaven and in Farth ; ) he ſaid to them, 
*© Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, baptizing 
<< them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 


and of the Holy-Ghoſs ; —T eaching them to. ob- 


* ſerve all Things whatſoever I have commanded 


© you: And lo, I am with you alway even unto 
ce the end of the World, Amen. Matt. xxviii. 19, 


6 20. 


Tuls was Chriſt's general Commiſſion to 
his Apoſtles, which they had a Power of ma 
king over to all Men, that were qualified to 
take it, to the end of the World ; but as to par- 


ticular Duties and Behaviour of his Miniſters, 


he (Clrift)-left that to his Apoſtles to direct 
them, which has been done in the fulleft man- 
ner by St. Paul; which Inſtructions and Ex- 
hortations he gave to the Clergy of his ſeveral 
Churches, over which he was the Head Paitor ; 
which Inſtructions are intended to be examples 


L-2 | Or 
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or patterns for the Miniſters of Chriſt to follow 
in all ſucceeding Ages. St. Paul in order to make - 
them more zealous, careful, and diligent, in the 
Service of their Maſter, Jeſus Chriſt, gives 
them the following awful, ſublime, and hono- 
rable Titles, Miniſters of Chriſt, Ambaſſadors 
of Chriſt ; again, Miniſters of Chriſt and Stew- 
ards of the Myſteries of God; What fort of 
Perſons ought Men to be with ſuch high Titles, 
in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs? Saint 
Paul alſo exhorts them to be particulary careful 
of their Condluct, in their holy Office, for what- 
ever hurts the Preacher's Character, hurts the 
belief of Jeſus Chriſt's Miſſion, and the Truth 
of their holy and pure Religion; and if any of 
them ſhould be guilty of notorious neglects of 
Duty, (which God forbid) ſuch conduct muſt 
defiroy the belief of all Religion, 


Tux Miniſter of every Pariſh, has by his 
holy Office, the Care of the Souls of his Flock; 
and if they are loſt through his neghgence, or 
his Curate's, he will not be able to acquit him- 
ſelf before Chriſt at the Jaſt Day, when every 
one muſt give an Account of his Works, whe- 
ther they be good or bad. What I mean by 
negligence, is this; his negle& of admoniſh- .. 
ing, rebuking, and exhorting, with meekneſs 
and gentleneſs, every one of his Flock without 
exception, that he knows to be guilty of any 
ſingle Sin, or that ly cs in a habit of Sin; and 


his 
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his not viſiting every Sick Perſon, as a Phyſi- 


cian of the Soul. When this has been done 
once, as Occaſion offers, to every individual in 
the Pariſh, and not well received ; in that Caſe, 
I confeſs, I think it not the Prieſt's Duty either 
to repeat his admonitions or his viſits ; the Pul- 
pit then muſt be the only Place to give his 


y Chriſt, nat to caſt Pearls before Swine, nor 
give holy Things to Dogs.” 


Every Perſon in holy Orders, ought to ob- 
ſerve ſtrictly the Apoſtle's directions for their 
behaviour therein, that no Man may deſpiſe 
them for their Youth (when Deacons) but be 
charmed with them for ther ſobriety and Vir- 
tue; which in Youth is more praiſe-worthy and 
diſtinguiſhing than in riper Years ; and to ſet 
out wiſely at firſt; is the way to ſecure the affec- 
tions of their Flock, without which, their good 
Advice will avail nothing. Beſides, 


Ir a Paſtor has the leaſt mote in his own Eye, 
he will not be ſo imprudent as to attempt to pull 
out.the beam from his Neighbour's Eye ; and 
if he does not, he is guilty of a high negle& of 

Duty, as he is intruſted with the Care of all 
the Souls in his Pariſh, that they may not pe- 
riſh through his negle& of admoniſhing, ex- 
horting, and reproving. The Apoſtle's direct- 
ion is, to be enſamples to the Flock, in Word, 


in 


* 


ood Inſtructions from; for we are directed 
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in Converſation, in Faith, in Charity, in Spirit 
and Purity; and he intreats them with pious 
warmth to meditate upon theſe Things; ſaying, 
Give theſelf whilly to them, that thy profiting 
* may appear to all Tate heed unto thyſelf, and 
*© unto thy Dottrine : continue in them : for in ſo 
ce doing thou ſhalt both ſave ihyſelf, and them that 
ce hear thee, I. Tim. iv. ch. 12, 15, 16, verſes. 


© Hr adviſes the Deacons to be grave, not 
double-tongved, not given to much wine, not 
greedy of filthy lucre. For they that will be 
rich fall into temptation and a ſnare, and into 
many fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which drown 
Men in diſtruction and perdition; for the love 
of money is the root of all evil. But thou, O 
Man of God ! flee theſe things and follow after 
righteouſneſs, godlineſs, faith, love, patience, 

eekneſs. I give thee charge in the fight of 
God, who quickeneth all things, and before 
Chriſt, thut thou keep this commandment with- 
out ſpot. unreb kable, until the appearing of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Wherefore I put thee 
in remembrance, that thou ſtir up the gift of 
God which is in thee by the putting on of my 
hands: be not thou therefore aſhamed of the 
t. ſtimony of the Lord. I charge thce before 
God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall 
Judge the quick and the dead at his appearing 
in his Kingdom preach the word : be inſtant 
in ſcaſon, out of ſeafon ; reprove, rebuke, ex- 


hort, 
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hort with all long ſuffering and doctrine. For 


the time will come, when they will not endure 
ſound doctrine. but after their own luſts, ſhall 


heap to themiſelves teachers, having itching 


cars. „„ © 


Tus Apoſtle's prophecy ſeem to be now ful- 
filled by the Soluideans. The good Infirufti- - 


ons the Apoſtle gave to Timothy, (II. Tim. 1.2.) 
are intended as a ſtanding Leſſon and Duty to 
thoſe that enter into the holy miniſterial Oiſice, 
in all ſucceeding Ages. 


As I have begun to delineate the Duty of a 


Miniſter of Chriſt from the ſacred Writings, I 1 


muſt take the liberty to mention ſome neglects 
of Duty in ſome Pariſh Prieſts in not reſiding 
upon their Livings ; and not officiating in their 


Pariſh twice a Day, when it has been a Cuſtom 


immemorial ſo to do. There is alſo another 
negle& of Duty, I think highly criminal in the 
fight of God ; which is, to take two Livings, 
and not to refide upon either of them, but take 
two Curacies in another County, which is de- 
priving two Clergymen of a ſubſiſtence, and 
forcing them .to get it elſewhere ; but much 
more ſo, when a Clergyman holds two Livings, 
and does not live on either of them, but makes 


one Curate ſerve both of them, and goes him- 
ſelf to live at a great diſtance from his Livings, 
where he has no miniſterial Duty. Theſe 


Things 
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Wag I know have been done, thoug h I have 

o perſonal knowledge of the — ſo 
can have no other view than to do my Duty to 
God and my Fellow-Creatvres ; fome of whom 
have occaſionally complained to me, (as a Juſ- 
tice of the Peace) boo the Premiſes, and 
ſome have lamented the frequent and long ab- 
ſence of their Pariſh Prieſts, which produced 
many diſorders, and the neceſſity of having re- 
courſe to a Juſtice of the Peace. 


Cax the Clergy that do thoſe Things believe 
themſelves to be the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, 
by the appointment of Jeſus Chriſt? Or can 
they believe the Truth of the Chriſtian Religi- 
way If they do, the Sin is the greater, Becauſe 
they then Sin againſt their own Conſciences, 
by ſuch neglect; no marvel! that ſo many of e- 

very Pariſh, follow the Methsdi/zs, when they 
have no Parochial Preacher thc whole Day in 
their own Pariſhes, | 


Oxe Thing more is worthy of notice, which 
is, the Prieſts of our Church frequently leaving 
off their Ancient Canonical Habit, which looks 
as if they were aſhamed of their Office. To 
be an Ambaſſador of Chriſt, ſure I am, ought 
to be thought a greater honor, than to be the 
Ambaſſador of an earthly King. The dreſs 
demands Reverence, and if it can*c always be 
wholly comply'd with, without great inconve- 


nience, 
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niency, ſome mark of their miniſterial Office 
might and ought to be viſible in thoſe reverend 
Gentlemen, that due reſpect may always be 


paid them. 


Now as ſome have been ſent for that Pur- 
poſe, for 1700 Years to preach the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, whether by divine Commiſſion or hu- 


man Laws, is no matter, in regard to a Labo- 
rer in Chriſt's Vineyard doing his Duty, that 


he is hired to do; Icannot put it upon the foot- 
ing of human Authority, becauſe I think it not 
fo. But upon a ſuppoſition of its being Prieſt- 


craft; Is not a Prieſt in Juſtice faithfully to diſ- 


charge that Duty he has contracted to perform, 


for a certain annual Income ? It muſt be very 


criminal in both Caſes not to do it, but not e- 
qually ſo. 


Ir is my great concern for my Fellow-Crea- 
eures that want Inſtruction in righteouſneſs to 
make them eternally happy, that has produced 
theſe three Diſcourſes, and not ill- will to any 
Man living ; nor yet through any diſregard for 
the true Miniſters of the bleſſed Jeſus, and 
Stewards of the Myſteries of God, as ſtiled by 
St. Paul; as many of them have been, and are 
now, ſhining examples of Piety and Virtue, and 
have by their learned Labors, defended the 


Truth of our holy and pure Religion againſt 
Deiſts and Atheiſts. 
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Tust Men I highly revere and eſteem, as 
I do their Divine Miſſion ; and though every 
Preacher of the Goſpel of Chriſt cannot be c- 
qually learned, every one is obliged to be, and 
may be of good Life and Converſation, and 
may be aſſiduous in all Parochial Duties ; which 
would be well-pleafing to the chief Shepherd, 
and keep up the dignity of their holy Office, 
the want of all which, muſt bring Chriltiani- 
ty into diſgrace, and themſelves too, with God 
and all go ed Men ; for ! ſpeak it as my Duty to 
God and my C hriſtian Erethren, and with the 
ſtricteſt Truth, that ſober Perſons of ſeveral Pa- 
riſhes have lamented to me the little Concern 
their Preachers ſeem to have about doing the 
Duty of their Oilice; and that their neglect of 
preaching twice a Day, was the Occaſion of ma- 
ny vicious Diforders. 


I have a'ſo been informed, that in a certain 
Pariſh there has been no Seryicc at all for a 
Month or more; and allo that for many Months 
together, a certain Clergyman who had a large 
Pariſh of his own, unde ook the Care of two 
Livings ; of theſe Things, it is the Church-War- 
dens Duty to take notice, and a Breach of his 
Ouh, if he does not: An likewiſe the Biſhop 
of the Dioceſe, ard the Archdeacons ſhould be 
particularly inquiſitive in their Viſitations, and 


at other Times, after the behaviour of the in- 


ferior Clergy ; as the lower Part of the Laity 
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have no other way of knowing their Duty to 
God and their Neighbour, but from the Pariſh- 
Prieſt's good Inſtructions, which the Prieſt's 
good example muſt cert fy the Truth of ; for 
the Progreſs of Chriſtianity, next under God: 

depends on the Pious and afliduous Labours of 
the Right Reverend and Reverend Paſtors of 
our Church. 


IT muſt be confeſſed, that the Church Re- 
venues are very unequally, and I may add un- 
juſtly divided ; for the hard Laborers, (or thoſe 
that ſhould be ſo in Chriſts Vineyard) are put 
to their ſhifts to ſupport their Families, when 
thoſe that have little to do, abound in Riches. 
But this is no juſtification for the poor Laborers 
in Chriſt's Vineyard neglecting their Duty; 
they have undertaken to do it as Chriſt's Mini- 
ſters, and for which, if well and faithfully cx- 
ecuted like good Stewards, they have the pro- 
miſe of a Crown of Glory, that fadeth not a- 
way, in Heaven for them. 


AND in order to make the faithful Paſtors 
more eaſy under their hardſhips, I mult rc- 
commend to their reading the lateſt Hijiory of 
Geneva, where they will ſee the Parochial Pricits 
have two Sermons every Sunday in all their 
Churches; and in the two largeſt, a Sermon 
every Morning at Seven o'Clock, and a Ser- 
mon every Thuriday at Nine o'Clcck in cvery 
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nity, is, Lay-Gentlemens indifference about it; 
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Pariſh Church: And for all this, the two Mi- 
niſters of the two large Churches, are allowed 
no more than £60. a Year; the Paſtors of all 
the other Pariſhes no more than / 30. N. B. In 
all the Churches, Prayers every Afternoon. 
Wich this they are eaſy and contented, becauſe 
their Public Revenue will not afford more. 
The Paſtors are Men of learning and great So- 
briety, and take the Paſtoral Duty upon them 
without any other view, but the Service of their 
Maſter, Jeſus Chriſt, and Inſtruction of their 
Fellow-Creatures in the Wiil of God, which 
they execute with great fidelicy and aſſiduity. 


AnoTHER Cauſe of the decline of Chriſtia- 


and in particular thoſe of high Titles, and large. 
Eſtates in their ſeveral Pariſhes, who either, 
wholly abſent themſelves from the Public Wor- 
ſhip of God, or make one Part of the Sunday. 
ſerve, when the Prieſt officiates twice; it is I 
confeſs, more praiſe-worthy to do their Duty 
to God once a Day, than not at all; but if it is 
a Duty to do it at all, it is a Duty to come twice 
when the Miniſter gives Opportunity of doing; 


it, ; 


Bur I muſt take leave to fay, O tempora ! O 
mores! When it is come to this, for Religion, 
to. be made. a faſhion, and be altered as we, 
pleaſe, like our Cloaths: I wiſh I had no Rea- 


{on 
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ſon to go farther, and ſay, that many heinous 
Sins are by Cuſtom and Faſhion ſo much wea· 
kened in the Eye of the World as to loſe theit 
ſting and their due puniſhment too in this 
World; forgetting that God is unchangeable, 
and that he has annexcd a ſevere puniſhment 
to the Breach of Laws, which will not be re- 
mitted without Reformation and Repentance. 
But bleſſed be God, we have now great hopes 


from their Majeſties ſhining examples of piety and 


virtue, that true Chriſtianity will revive again 
as we have been Taught by an inſpired Wri- 
ter, That ſuch as the Fudge of the People is 
himſelf, ſo are his Officers ; and what manner of 
Man the Ruler of the City is, ſuch are all they that 
dwell, therein. Righteouſneſs exaltetb a Nation, 
but Sin is a reproach to any People. It is an as 
bomination to Kings to cammit wickedneſs, for the 
Throne is eſtabliſhed by Righteouſneſs. Righte- 
ous lips are: the delight of Kings, and they laue 
them that ſpeaketh right. Eccles. x. 1, 2, Prov. 
XIV, 34. Prov. xvi. 12, 13.“ 


Jhave made a ſort of Digreſſion, but ſhall. 
now return to what I had firſt in view, that is, 
to intreat all thoſe Gentlemen, that for the fu- 
ture intend to take that important Office upon 
them of being the Miniſters of Chriſt, to begin 
early to prepare themſelves for it, and let the 
firſt ſtep be, to reſolve with holy David, Not 
ta know, or be conves ſant with wicked: Perſons, 


but 


7 
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but to make their delight with the Saints that are 
on the Za tb, and fuch as excel in Virtue ; Pſalm, 
ci. 14. Pſalm, vi.” The Advice I have given, 
I have taken. This will be a great means to 
put their Souls into ſuch a pious diſpoſition, as 
may properly fit them for the reception of that 
holy Gueſt, (the Spirit of God,) which will e- 
nable them to perform in an acceptable man- 
ner to God and Chriſt, that arduous Buſineſs 
they are about to engage in. 


Tur next requiſite is, to get a perfect know- 
ledge of the ſacred Writings, that they may be 
able to give an anſwer to every one, of the Rea- 
fon of the Faith that is in them, and may be 
the more able to make the Flock of Chriſt o- 
ver which they are ſet, Wife unto Salvation.— 
To read frequently, and well conſider the xxxix 
Articles of Religion, before ſubſcribing to the 
belicf of them, and afterwards recanting, or to 
deſert by untimely ſcruples their holy Office; 
and bkewife to the frequent reading with the 
mott ſerigus os, Deion the taking Dea-. 
cons Orders, that very ſolemn and excellent 
Oce of Ordination, and conſult with their 
ow Conſciences, if they can anſwer truly tho 
Birhop's Queſtions in thoſe awful and tremen- 
dous Words in the Ordination Service, with-. 
out lying to the Holy Ghoſt. 


Taxixs this method, would be a proper 


means 
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means to prove their Souls: and if they do 
find themſelves qualified in all points . 
to Saint Paul's direction, I. Tim. iii. 8, 9, 10. 
and Acls, vi. 3, 5. They may then with com- 
fort and courage, and purity of heart, anſwer 
the Biſhop's Queſtions directed by the Ordina- 
tion Office. But if ſome young Gentlemen 
ſhould be ſo unthinking, as to engage in the ſa- 
cred Office without the Apoſtles requiſites, the 
teſtimonial Signers muſt then anſwer to God 
for the great Sin they are guilty of, in bring- 
ing an unfit Perſon into Chriſt's Church. That 
this is too often done is a known Fact, and 
melancholy Truth, being of ſuch infinite diſ- 
ſervice to our pure and holy Religion, to have 
Perſons enabled to preach that Doctrine, they 
themſelves do not practiſe, or perhaps not be- 
lieve. 


As this has been done, and may be fo again, 
for I do not find that we grow in Grace, and 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chritt, as 
the good Apoſtle St. Pau! has directed us to 
do ; I perſwade myſelf that the Right Reve- 
rend Biſhops that, (under Chriſt,) are the chief 
Pillars and Supporters of his Church, will be 
very aſliduous according to the direction of St, 
Paul to Tim. ch. v. in their inquiries, not only 
after the Character of the Perſon that brings 
the Teſtimonial or Certificate for Orders, but 


af:cr 
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aſter the Characters of the Miniſters that Signed 
it; chat no unbeliever or immoral Perſon may 
get footing in our Chriſtian Churches, for the 

ake of the Revenues only, and by that means 
rob good PraQtical Chriſtians of what they may 
make a juſt claim to. 


I have now finiſhed the Work, I have great 
Reaſon to believe I was called upon to do, by 
the holy Spirit of God, from an uncommon and 
extraordinary impulſe upon my Mind, or (to 
ſpeak in St. Paul's Words on another Occaſion, 
II. Cor. chapter ii.) I had no reſt in my Spirit 
until I had entered upon the plan of my three 
Eſjays, & in particular that of my Second, which 
at my Time of Life I could never expect to 
finiſh ; but by the bleſſing of God I have got 
it over, and have now only to tell my Readers, 
that God who is a ſearcher of Hearts knoweth 
that I am no Enemy to the Clergy, from 
What I have ſaid of ſome of them in this Eſſay, 
God and Chriſt know my motives for doing it ; 
it is to promote the belief and practice of 
Chriſt's holy and pure Religion, which cannot 
be done without the arduous Aſſiſtance of the 
Perſons that act under his divine Commiſſion, 
and are wholly enſamples to their Flocks.-—- 
Such Paſtors every good Chriſtian as well as 
_ myſelf, muſt revere and eſteem very highly in 
Love for their Works ſake, and think them 
worthy of thoſe ſublime Titles given them by 


St. 
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St. Paul, by Chriſt's directions: Ambaſſadora 
of Chriſt, and Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stew- 
ards of the Myſteries of God. 


As the Reader may poſſtbly expect to know 


how the Apoſtle introduced the words above, 


Iwill indulge him in it, and tell him, they are 


theſe, viz. let a man ſo account of us meaning 


Chriſt's Apoſtles, &c) as miniſters of Chriſt, Sc 


which was intended to inform the Corinthuns 
that the high and honorable Commiſſion given 


them by God and Chriſt demanded due c- 


teem, reſpect, and reverence from them; and 


then St. Paul procecds to tell them the duty of 
Miniſters and Stewards to their flocks in the 
following words; Moreover it is required in 
Stewards, that a man be found faithful. I. Cor. 


Iv. 1, 2. Theſe words to explain in their full 


and extenſive ſenſe, will take more time than 
J have to do it in: fo I will only ſay that they 
demand the moſt ſcrious and conſtant attention 


and conſideration of all thoſe that have any 


concern in it, that they may be found faithf 1 
Miniſters and Stewa:ds in the day of Jeſus 
Chriſt, when he will appear ro Judge the 


World; and that their ſuccoſſors may to the 


end of the world perſue the fame method, I 


will pray in the following words; 


„O moſt adorable, merciful, and gocd 


© God; be thou pleaſed to grant ſuch an effu- 


* fton of Grace, and ſuch aſſiſtance ſroni thy 
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+4 © holy Spirit, to all the Miniſters of thy facred 
1 * and holy Word, as may make them 0 truly 
1 « ſenfible of the weight and importance of 
F © their Divine Commiſſion, that they may caſt 
1 <* off all woridly mindedneſe, and with dt. Paul 
1 deſite to know nothirg but Je ſus Chriſt and 
1 him Cruciſied: that they may enforce the 
= <« helief of the Truth of their Doctrine by their 
x holy and Virtuous Lives; and grant alſo, 
good God, thy heavenly Grace to all the 
" Sheep of their folds, that they may ſhew 
their belief of the Revealed Will, by ri te- 
ouſneſs of Lfe; and by ſo doing may 
** through the merits of Jeſus Chrift thy ery 
ous promiſes of everlaſting life.” Amen. Amen 


Rleſſed are ve when men ſhell r vile xou and 
ſecure , end H ſav all manner of evil or [208 
agonfs v fa zlik for wy jake. — Refaice end be ex- 
ceeding gl:d „Jer & erect is wur retard in heaven. 


44 I IT now conclude, with ſome part of the 
jſt ana devout des Pray er, aſter his taking 
inte his Arms, Ibs Chriſt in the Temple, and 
bicfling him; making ſome | tle alteration in 
It proper to be donc in my Cafe —Lard, Now 

lee tu the ſervænt de par in peace, 5 IH 
ſer tho S2loaticn. Amen. St. Luke ii. 25 „29, 30. 
In the Year of our Loxp 1767, and in 
the 93d Ycar of my Age. 


Qui capit, ille facit. 
5 
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